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If you have questions 
 or need assistance in 

preparing or filing your 
application  

contact the ACS  
Citizenship Liaison at:  

785-239-5078/9435 
 

 
Guide to 

Becoming a 
United States 

Citizen  

This brochure provides general legal information only 
and is not meant to be relied on for specific legal advice. 
Although great effort  has been made to ensure that only 

relevant and meaningful information is provided, 
Information provided does not constitute any type of  

referral by ACS. 
 

  Citizenship& Immigration 
Liaison 

Before applying for citizenship you 
may want to consult an attorney or a 
certified immigration consultant. 



 

 
Benefits of becoming 

a U.S. Citizen 

When you become a United States Citizen you are
eligible for certain rights not available to resident
aliens. Some of these benefits include: 

 

• The right to vote 

• Ability to obtain a U.S Passport 

• No limits on time spent outside the 

United States       

• Qualify for federal job benefits 

• Scholarships 

• Federal grants 

• Hold public office 

• Help family members obtain visas on an 

expedited basis 

Who Can Apply? 

Anyone 18 years or older who can demonstrate good
moral character can apply. (See below for specific re-
quirements.) A child under 18 years old should use the
Application for a Certificate of Citizenship as the parent
applies for citizenship. 

Requirements: 

• You have been a permanent resident in the United 

States for 5 years continuously, and lived in the state at 

least three months where you are filing the petition.     

• You have a basic knowledge of U.S. government and 

history. 

• You are able to read, write and speak simple English
(with exceptions for some older, long time permanent
residents). 

• You must swear allegiance to the United States. 

• You are currently married and living with a U.S.
citizen for the past 3 years or more and obtained your
green card through that marriage and your spouse has
been a U.S. citizen for the past 3 years. (You must be a
permanent resident on the day of your interview). 

• Certain members of the U.S. Armed Forces and
certain individuals having performed on active military
duty. 

• Were married to a U.S. Citizen who died during a
period of active duty service in the U.S. Armed Forces.
You must have been married to and living with your
spouse at the time of death. 

What Documents Do I Need? 
• Completed N-400 Application for Naturalization. 

• A copy of Birth Certificate (certified translation, if 

original is not in English). 

• If married, marriage license (copy of original and 

Certified translation if original is not in English). 

• If divorced, divorce certificate (copy of original and 

certified translation if original is not in English). 

• Proof of Income for the past 3 years. You can call 

(800) 829-1040 for an IRS transcript. 

• If you have children that were born in the United 
States, their Birth Certificates. 

• If you have children that are legal residents of  
the United States, you should have a copy or the
number of their Alien card. 

• If your spouse is a naturalized citizen, proof  
of naturalization or the date on which naturalization
was received. 

• If your spouse is a legal resident, a copy of Alien  
  card or the number. 

• All passports you have obtained since you  
became a U.S. resident, to obtain dates in which  
you entered and left the country. 

• For current fee check the USCIS website at: 
 www.uscis.gov. 

• Two passport pictures 2” x 2” facing forward. 

Where Do I Send My Information? 

Kansas residents (Non-Military) should send completed  
N-400 and proper documents* to: 

USCIS 
P.O. Box 21251 

Phoenix, AZ 85036 
If Active Duty send completed N-400 and proper
documents* to: 

USCIS  

NEBRASKA SERVICE CENTER 
PO BOX 87426 

LINCOLN, NE  68501-7426 
 

*Be sure to make copies of all documents & 
applications, and send your application via 
registered mail, return receipt requested. 


