Frequently Asked Questions 

	Who is authorized to receive legal assistance? 

The following persons are eligible for legal assistance: Active Duty Service members (all branches); Dependents; Retirees (and their Dependents); Reserve Component Service members (when in active Federal Service); DoD Civilians (in limited areas). 

What is the Legal Assistance Program? 

The Office of the Staff Judge Advocate provides legal assistance to authorized persons through the Army Legal Assistance Program. The mission of the Legal Assistance Office is to enhance the readiness of Fort Riley units through the provision of competent and timely legal services by: Helping soldiers avoid readiness-reducing legal issues before they occur; Resolving existing readiness-reducing legal issues when possible; Improving/maintaining soldier and family morale through the provision of such services. 

What types of services do you offer? 

Following are some of the services the Legal Assistance Office provides: Notary Public: clients may walk in to have documents notarized or to certify copies; Powers of Attorney: clients may walk in to designate an agent as their attorney in fact; Wills: estate planning counseling, wills, living wills, and health care powers of attorney; Report of Survey: assist soldiers and DoD civilians reply to the assessment of financial liability against them; Evaluation Reports: assist Officers & NCOs who feel they have received an unfair report; Family Law: child support, child custody, divorce counseling concerning rights and entitlements, written separation agreements; Naturalization: counseling on immigration and naturalization issues and assistance with document preparation; Step-parent adoption: counseling and possible assistance with pro se document preparation for filing in a local court; Consumer Law: counseling concerning the legal rights of consumers under Federal and Kansas law; Bankruptcy: counseling concerning the discharge of debts in bankruptcy; Contract review: assist clients understanding their legal rights and obligations; Landlord/Tenant: assist clients understanding their lease and their rights under the Kansas Residential Landlord and Tenant Act; Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Civil Relief Act: assist clients who may be afforded protection under this important Federal law; Small Claims Court: counseling concerning proceeding in Kansas Small Claims Court; This is not an exhaustive list. Contact the Legal Assistance Office to inquire whether we can assist you with your legal issue or situation. 

If I discuss personal issues with a legal assistance attorney, is it confidential? 

Yes! Conversations with a legal assistance attorney are covered by the attorney-client privilege and are protected from disclosure. For instance, a soldier’s commander has no right to discover what the soldier talked to his or her attorney about. Furthermore, attorneys have a professional obligation to guard the secrets and confidences of clients. 

Does Fort Riley offer tax preparation or advice? 

Yes! During the tax season (1 Feb – 15 Apr) the Fort Riley Tax Center is open. Persons authorized legal assistance can receive free personal income tax return preparation for both Federal and State returns. Federal returns are electronically filed. Call 239-1040 for an appointment at the Tax Center during the tax season. 

I am having problems with finances and/or debt collectors. Where should I go for assistance? 

We assist clients in understanding their rights under the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, the Fair Credit Reporting Act, and other Kansas laws designed to protect consumers. The Legal Assistance Office can assist persons who are being harassed by debt collectors. Soldiers should also see their Command Financial NCO representative to establish a budget and receive financial counseling. Other financial counseling services are available through the Soldier & Family Support Center on Custer Hill, 239-4758. The Consumer Credit Counseling Service can also help with personal budgeting and negotiate with creditors for a small fee (Manhattan- 539-6666, Salina- 913-827-6731 or 800-279-2227). 

Are the wills prepared by the Legal Assistance Office valid in the civilian world? 

Wills prepared by a legal assistance attorney are legally valid in all fifty states regardless of your military status. Persons who relocate into a U.S. territory or foreign country should inquire with an attorney licensed in that jurisdiction to determine the validity of their will. 

What must I do to make a Will? 

Call the Legal Assistance Office at 239-3117. We will set up an appointment for you to make out a will. 

Do I need an appointment to get something notarized? 

No. Notorial services are available on a walk in basis during our normal business hours for those eligible to receive legal assistance.


