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Eisenhower honored

The Army celebrated its 227th
birthday on June 14. Part of the
festivities was honoring past
Army Chiefs of Staff.

See Page 12
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Soldiers

25 earn badge

By Jason Shepherd
19th PAD

It happens around mile four.
hat's when you start fedling the
irst hot spot on your left foot.
Then, about mile six, it starts to
urn into a smdl blister. It's not
yainful enough to make you stop,
ut just nags at you enough to let
rou know it’s there.

At mile eight, you're left foot
joes numb, followed by another
10t spot on your right foot. You
ake a glance a your watch and
edize that you have about an
our left.

You adjust your Kevlar helmet
nd 35-pound rucksack and keep
unning — dlowly at first but
nough to pick up some precious
ime. You know that it's going to
)e close but you can't stop now.
¢ ou’ ve worked too hard and come
o far to quit now.

Mile 10 flies by but now, both
eet are numb and you're running
n sheer will power. You'reclose.
fou can hear the cheers for the
ither supportersin the distance.

You start to run faster and then,
Ip ahead, you see the finish. You
e the people cheering for you,
:alingyour name. Totheleft, you
e a huge clock, counting the
ime of the race— 2:57:00. You
1ave three minutes left. You start
printing.

Every part of your body hurts
nd is screaming for you to stop
nd take a break. People come
rom out of the crowd to run with
rou, faces you know and work
vith everyday. They cdl your
1ame and yell at you, telling you

give all,

to hurry. You grit your teeth and

run faster, crossing the linewitha |

minute to spare. You just foot
marched 12 miles in under three
hours and have now earned the
right to wear the coveted Expert
Field Medical Badge.

“We dl go into battle knowing
that the buddy on the left and right
is not going to let us down,” said
Brig. Gen. David F. Gross, assis
tant division commander (Maneu-
ver) for 24th Infantry Division
(Mechanized) and Fort Riley.
“You've proven that you can han-

dle stuations like this. You are |

potentia heroes.”

Medics had to endure severa
trials and tribulation this past
week while trying for the EFMB.
The 12-mile foot march was the
last event during the week-long
EFMB competition, which was
held June 10-14 at Fort Riley.

Of the 152 medics who began
the quest for the EFMB, only 25
earned the badge. This 16 percent
is below the 18 percent average
Army wide. Medics came from
Fort Riley, Fort Campbel, Ky.,
Fort Polk, La, and reservistsfrom
the 89th Regional Support Com-
mand in Wichita, Kan., to try to
earn the EFMB.

“1 learned how difficult obtain-
ing the badge redlly is,” said Mgj.
Shawn Nesson, an EFMB recipi-
ent and genera surgeon with the
Medica Department Activity on
Fort Riley. “It's an incredible
thing to go through. | learned that
we have excellent noncommis
sioned officers in the Army who

See Medics Page 3 to earn the Expert Field Medical Badge June 14.

MEDDAC command changes hands

By Emily Howe
MEDDAC PAO

Thefirst woman in the history of Irwin Army
Community Hospital stepped into the military
boots of hospital commander on June 18. Cal.
Julie Martin assumed command of IACH from
the outgoing hospital commander, Col. Arthur
Wallace, at a change of command ceremony
held at Cavalry Parade Field.

Martin remarked at the ceremony that it is
unique for a Medical Service Corps officer to
serve as a hospital commander. This was made
possible at IACH because of recent changes to
military personnel regulations. The changes
make it possible for officersin the Medical Ser-
vice Corps or the Army Nurse Corps to be con-
sidered for command positions. Before the
change, only medical doctors were appointed to
medical command positions, she said.

Martin believes that IACH is the perfect
place to command a hospita. She said IACH is
just the right size to get your arms around it.

At the ceremony, Brig. Gen. Daniel Perugini,
commander of the Great Plains Regional Med-

ical Command, Fort Sam Houston, Texas, tout -
ed the IACH staff.

“Great show, great tradition and a great
example,” said he of the soldiers and steff at the
hospital.

Perugini also said good-bye to Wallace and
hiswife, Jenny. He said IACH is one of the best
military hospitals in the nation. The hospital
was recently given a score of 94, on a 100 point
scale, by the Joint Commission on Accreditation
of Healthcare Organization, he said.

As Martin takes command, Perugini said he
looks forward to IACH continuing to provide
quality medical care to the Fort Riley area

Wallace, in hisremarks at the ceremony, said,
Fort Riley MEDDAC has challenges ahead,
with Fort Riley being identified as the Army’s
Warfighting Center. He emphasized that the
hospital staff members are the heart and soul of
IACH and are the reason for its success.

Martin, in her remarks, said of the job ahead
of her, “I am humbled by the awesome chal -
lenge as well as inspired by the care and com-
passion.”

§ Post/Shepherd

Pfc. James Brant, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 1st Battalion, 34th Armor Regiment, crossesthefinish line

Pvt. Vincent Cicone, 2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment, Fort Polk, La., tosses a simulated
ﬂrenade during Expert Infantry Badge Test training June 17. Cicone, and the other EIB
opefuls, used thisweek to train on the tasks they will need to earn the badge.

Soldiers learn essential tasks,
preparation continues for EIB

By Kevin Doheny
19th PAD

To say soldiers wear the Expert
Infantry Badge proudly might be
an understatement.

With al the preparation and
grueling hours of testing these
soldiers go through, they know
the hard work paid off.

“When you earn that badge you
feel proud to be an American and
an 11 series,” said Command Sgt.
Ma. Joe Leggette, 1st Battalion,
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their eventual testing dates,
graders and senior noncommis
sioned officers take time and use
specid instruction so the soldiers
know exactly what they need to
do to earn this prestigious badge.

“We have done alot to prepare
usfor this,” said Pfc. Jacob Tuittle,
Eagle Troop, 2nd Armored Caval -
ry Regiment, Fort Polk, La
“Everyone is looking forward to
it, and everyone expects to get
through it. We a so know we have
to work hard to get it.”

With the sounds of the .50 cal-

or a“NO-GO" at their respective
stations during testing time.

“The pressure of doing the
multiple of tasks is tough,” said
Sgt. 1t Class Michad Worthy,
Headquarters and Headquarters
Company, 1st Bn.,16th Inf. Div.
“These tasks are graded “GO,
NO-GO" and are graded to the
field manua’s standards.”

The EIB test dte is broken
down into different clusters.
These clusters have different
areas of testing. In the clusters,
there are multiple tasks the sol-
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‘Letters from the Front: WWII” celebrates proud past, realities of war

The two best attributes of the
\rmy are the greatness of its past
nd the promise of its future. We
1ave the privilege of celebrating
ur proud past and the redlities of
var with the production “Letters
rom the Front: WWII.”

“Letters’ is a three-act, two-
our “dramedy” that takes place
n the World War 1l home front.
'he play has been performed at
nore than 150 military instala-
ions worldwide since 1992. In
hat time, it has earned over 100
nedals, plagues and commenda-
ions, making it the world’s most
Jecorated play.

Inspired by a vision that Mar-
sha Roberts, the producer, had in
he middle of the night on Sep-
ember 13, 1990, the productionis
#t in the dramatic context of

World War Il. Therich story line
iscentered around two characters.

Katharine Hartgrove is a
nationally recognized writer of
human-interest stories, often
referred to as “America s Biogra-
pher Laureate.”

Her n
son i fighting with the [JAYge]Ulalo M =e]q Rlley: By Caol. Philip Pope, Garrison Commander
5th Army in Northern

Itay.

Johnny Chastain is a popular
radio celebrity whose career ison
the skids. He's also the man
Katharine loves. The two are col-
laborating on a new show about
war letters.

Although actual war corre-
spondence from every major
American conflict going back as
far as the Revolutionary War is
interwoven throughout the play,
it' sthe way Katharine and Johnny

I n f a.ntrycontinued from page 1

interpret and react to these |etters
that make them particularly real
for the audience.

Katharine sees them as an
almost sacred testimony of what it
means to be an American.

best: “This play isn't about indi-
vidua wars or the politics behind

It is made even more com-
pelling by stirring audiovisual

them or who wasright or whowas  effects, an origina music score

wrong. It's about the fragile and
precious nature of life. It's about
everyday people who suddenly

and even a dance number.
The results are poignant, funny,
moving — a memorable evening

of theatre.
Come out and enjoy
this show and the com-

Johnny, who garners most of
the play’s laughs, doesn't have a
serious bone in his body, until
Katharine reveals a dark secret
that makes him question what he
isand what he stands for.

“Letters from the Front:
WWII” is a unique blend of tears
and laughter.

It is the story of the sacrifices
and triumphs of everyday Ameri-
cans.

Perhaps Katharine explains it

come face to face with their own
mortality, or the prospect of losing
a loved one. It's about people
reaching out to each other, maybe
for the last time.

Each of these lettersis affirma-
tion on the part of the writer that
at their darkest moment they were
not aone.”

Simply put, “Letters from the
Front: WWII” is a richly staged
period piece about the beginning
of who we are today.

wiclear, biological, chemica and
;ommunications and one for
yrenades and land mines; basical -
y common infantry tasks.”

There are more than just Fort
Riley soldiers at the site. Soldiers
rom Fort Polk, La and Fort
<nox, Ky., with both active duty
ind National Guard personnel are
;ompeting for the right to wear
he coveted badge.

Every soldier who makes his
vay through the lanes has hisown
yerspective on what the hardest

thing about the EIB testing is.

“The grenade part of the course
istough,” said Tuttle. “It seemsto
be more skill because it isn't
somethi ngbyou cancj;lust study for.”

“The ability to do al the tasks
assigned isthe toughest part of the
EIB,” said Worthy.

“The reward is great because
the soldier doesn't have to ever
go through this again,” Worthy
said.

The test dates aren’t until June
25-28, but these eager soldiers are
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making sure they learn all they
can be?ore testing next week.

Not every soldier will walk
away from the testing with the

bad%e.

Those that do not will hopeful-
ly gain enough knowledge to try
again next year.

pany of your neighbors.
“Letters from the Front:

a the Junction City High School
Auditorium, June 29 a 7 p.m. and
June 30 a 2 p.m.

Tickets are available free of
charge from the Fort Riley ITR
Office, 239-5614, the Education
Support Center at 123 N. Eisen-
hower in Junction City, 238-6184
and the Junction City Convention
and Vistors Bureau at 425 N.
Washington in Junction City, 238-

WWII” will have two show times 2885
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Brigade dining facility dedicated,
Medal of Honor recipient honored

By Lori Bultman
Editor

On the Army’s birthday, June
A4, 1t Brigade, 1st Infantry Divi-
ion (Mechanized) Consolidated
dining Facility, the Devil’'s Den,
vas posthumously named for
daniel Richmond Edwards. All
our of Edwards children attend-
d the dedication ceremony and

welped unveil the dedication
laque.
“Today we celebrate the

A\rmy’s 227th birthday, and we
1onor thisgreat soldier and Amer-
can,” sad Col. James Milano,
;ommander, 1st Brigade Combat
feam, 1st Infantry Divison. “We
1s0 celebrate this soldiers extra-
rdinary heroism.”

Edwards, a private during
Norld War | in Company C, 3rd
Jdachine Gun Battalion, 1st
nfantry Division, was a food ser-
rice specidist and was the first
oldier in 1st ID ever to receive
he Meda of Honor.

Edwards citation read that he
eported for duty from the hospi-
a, where he was under care for
wmerous and serious wounds,
nd dthough his suffering was
ntense, he crawled aone into an
nemy trench to capture or Kkill
nemy soldiers known to be hid-
ng there. According to the cita-
ion, hekilled four of the men and
ook the remaining four prisoner.
Nhile he was moving them to the
ear, one of the enemy was killed
)y an enemy shell, which dso
ompletely shattered one of
Zdwards legs, causing him to be
wacuated to the hospital .

Edwards had enlisted in the
Army on April 6, 1917. After his
ervice in WWI, he left the Army
vith disabilities. During WWII,
1e waved his disabilities to join
he Army again, and having
arned a degree in journalism,
vas commissioned as a staff spe-
ialist in languages and logistics.

Mg. Edwards died on Oct. 21,

1967.

Richmond Edwards, one of
Edwards sons, made remarks at
the dedication on behaf of the
family.

“The Army and cooking were
an early part of his career, and
have aways been, even dfter he
retired. He would have been
thrilled with the idea that adining
hall was dedicated in his honor
because he thought great food and
good cooking was a great thing,”
the younger Edwards said, adding
that, * The Devil’s Den would
have suited him to atee.”

Edwards' daughter, Mary
Lynch, was glad she and her hus-
band made the drive to Fort Riley
to be at the dedication.

“It is a real honor and we are
happy to be here” Lynch said.
Sheisglad that peoplein this part
of the world realize what people
did for them back then.

Lynch was aso impressed
when she traveled to Europe cou-
ple of years ago where, she said,
people still honor what the sol-
diers did in those days. There are
monuments everywhere, she said,
and people still stop you and
thank you for what America did
for them back them. Lynch dso
was able to visit the area of
France where her father had
served, she said.

The 1st Brigade is proud of the
new dining facility, which actual -
ly opened on Sept. 7, 2001.

The Devil’s Den, known as the
“Crown Jewe of the Brigade”
operates the only drive through
window in the Army and can seat
284 solders. According to Master
Sgt. Ken Roynon, 1st Brigade
food operations sergeant, the
facility and its staff serve approx-
imately 500 soldiers per meal.

The Devil's Den is off to a
good sart. The facility and its
staff already won the 24th
Infantry Division and Fort Riley
Commanding General’s Award
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for Best Thanksgiving Day Med
in November 2001.

There was a reason for the
delay in the dedication though,
Roynon said. “We wanted all of
Edwards children to be able to
attend the event,” he said. “ It
took a matter of about nine
months to coordinate with the
families to ensure that we could
get that many members here to
attend.” Family members from
Arkansas and Texas were able to
make the trip.

After the dedication ceremony,
Edwards' children and other
guests were invited into the facili-
ty, where they were ableto dinein
the midst of the soldiers who eat
there on adaily basis.

Post/Bultman

The children of Daniel Richmond Edwar ds help unveil the plaque dedicating the Devil's
Den on June 14. Family memberstraveled from Arkansas and Texas for the event.

I\/I edl CScontinued from page 1

train us very well. The course was
well organized, especialy the
lanes. The NCOs on the (emer-
gency medical technician) lane
and the survival lane and also the
CPR were excellent. They trained
us very well. They taught us the
standard. They gave us an oppor-
tunity to meet the standard and it
was outstanding.”

Spc. Jaime Aleman, Company
C, 526th Forward Support Battal -
jon, 101st Airborne Division, fin-
ished first in the road march with
a time of 2 hours, 29 minutes,

while Spc. Geneviere Powell,
Company C, 526th FSB, 101st
Airborne Division, finished first
among the women at 2 hours, 46
minutes.

“1 amtotally excited,” said Pow-
el. “I don't even know how to
think. I’'m in extreme pain right
now, but I am redly proud of
myself, and | am proud to repre-
sent 101st ‘air assault.””

Staff Sgt. Thomas Bigness,
Company C, 101st Forward Sup-
port Battalion, finished with the
highest score on the exam — a 90

percent.

There were seven different lanes
that medics were tested in, along
with a 100-question test culminat-
ing with the 12-mile foot march.
The different lanesincluded evac-
uation and communicetion, litter
obstacle course, emergency med-
ica technical, CPR, surviva and
day and night land navigation.

The Expert Field Medical Badge
was approved on June 18, 1965.
This badge is used to recognize
Army medical personnel for
attaining a high state of technical
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skill in field medical functions.

It is awarded on the basis of
proven skill and performance. The
EFMB has the Medica Corps
insignia of branch, modified by
the addition of a Greek cross sug-
gesting the Geneva Convention
between the wings and the
entwined serpents, signifies the
recipient’s skills and expertise. It
is superimposed upon a stretcher
aluding to medical field service.
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Transformation reaching personnel world with eMILPO

By Christie Vanover
Saff Writer

When officials discuss Army
ransformation, the topics usually
nclude the Stryker Armored
/ehicle or the soldier of the
uture; however last week, the
opic on Fort Riley was personne!
ransactions.

Lt. Col. C.A. McNerney, prod-
Ict manager officer, Army Human
Resource System, briefed the 1st
ersonnel  Services Battalion,
rigade Sls and the G1 staff about
1new phase in Army transforma-
ion, eMILPO (Electronic Mili-
ary Personnd Office System).

“We've got to be ready for
vhen the Army finishesthe trans-
ormation,” said McNerney, afor-
ner 1st Brigade officer and K-
dtate graduate. “The human
esource piece of it has to be out
heir in front of it. This (eMILPO)
s exactly in support of what
ve're trﬁlng to do to get there
irst, so that we can be ready when
he rest of the transformations
xeeur.”

Currently personnel soldiers
re using the Standard Installation
nd Division Personnel System
SIDPERS) to maintain soldiers
ecords. The Army tested SID-
’ERS ét Fort Riley in 1973. The
emaining posts followed shortl
hereafter. In November of 1998,
5IDPERS 3 was fielded followed
)%/ the Super Server in November
f 2001.

Fort Riley averages 160,000
)ersonnel  transactions on sol-
liers, units, organizational data,
wthorization data and persona
nformation per month, according
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to Judy Shipman, chief, Personnel
Automation Branch, 1st PSB.

The new eMILPO system is
intended to make these thousands
of transactions easier. The Army
used to use 4,000 databases
Army-wide. Then it went down to
43. Now it's going to one single
database to eliminate record con-
flicts.

The top three advantages of
eMILPO, according to McNerney,
arethe factsthat it isasingle data-
base, it' sentirely web based and it
sets the Army up for DIMHRS
(Defense  Integrated  Military
Human Resource System), the
objective force phase. “It allows
us to manage our migration to
DIMHRS as we go through trans-
formation,” she said.

McNerney demonstrated
eMILPO during the briefing,
highlighting the ease of the sys
tem. Personnel soldiers will
access it through their AKO
accounts, and then will be autho-
rized to make many changes to a
soldier’ s status, including arrivals,
deployment availability, strength
accounting, etc.

“Thisisgoingto beachangein
culture in how the Army does
business” said McNerney.
“WEe re trying to make this as easy
as possible for not just soldiers
who are familiar with PSB opera-
tions, but for soldiers who may
not be familiar with PSB opera-

tions.”

Those being briefed were
pleased to here that personnel sol-
diers will no longer have to file
departures. “ Departures are going
to be done automatically behind
the scenes,” she said.

The website’s functionality
includes a main menu, drop down
menus with soldier data, smplis
tic selection check boxes, charts
and other graphics and more. It
even notifies you if you make an
error, such as listing a mae sol-
dier as pregnant. Records can also
be saved as an Acrobat Reader
file, so they can be printed or
emailed to commanders or other
personnel staff.

“1 tell you, for the legacy folks
like mysdlf, thisis abig paradigm
shift that's about to occur,” said
Lt. Col. Harry Williams, com-
mander, 1st PSB. “We're going to
have to come online with the new
ngii of business that's going to
make our lives easier.

“Information technology is
advancing so rapidly. The Army is
transforming, and the human
resource systems and personnel
community are going to have to
transform and keep pace. | think
this system is going to pay great
dividends.

“The true test of this system
will be with the users that we
assist on installations to start
using this system and alowing
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them to start doing some things
that they want to do at their level
and can do at their level that we're
now doing at our level,” he added.

As the commander, Williams
has seen Fort Riley at its best.

“We're number one in the
Army period on the MAL1
(strength deviation reports) out of
al 43 ingallations, which we've
never been,” said Shipman. She
attributes it to the hard work of
the S1, brigade, PSB and G1
staffs.

“Right now Ms. Shipman
works very, very hard to keep
those stats that well,” said McN-
erney. “There are a couple instal-
lations army wide that do that
kind of work and it's a redly
earnest burden.”

McNerney anticipates that
strength accounting procedures
will be easier for soldiers with
eMILPO, which will make sol-
ders more inclined to use the sys-
tem. “I think it will get better and
better,” she said.

“I think this is going to be a
82;& system. | support it. I'm

ind it and you will too. I'm
sure,” said Williams.

Changes of Command

The 3rd Brigade Combat Team
will change command Monday, at
9 am. on Cavary Parade Field.
Outgoing commander is Col.
John B. Musser |I. Incoming
commander is Col. Russel D.
Gold. The ceremony will be held
inLong Gymin case of inclement
westher.

1st Brigade, 1st Infantry Divi-
sion, will have a change com-
mand Tuesday, 10 am., on Cal-
vary Parade Field. Outgoing
commander is Col. James Milano
and the incoming commander is
Col. Arthur Connor. In case of
inclement weather, the ceremony
will be held in Craig Fitness Cen-
ter.

Microchip ID for pets
Beginning Monday, al Fort

Riley residents are required to
have their pets implanted with a

microchip ID. The Fort Riley Vet-
erinary Services will microchip
all dogs, cats and equine through
July 31, on a wak-in basis. The
microchip costs $17 for the first
anima and $15 for every other
animal implanted the same day.

Appointments are still required
if pets need vaccinations or need
to be seen for other health con-
cerns. Veterinary Services is
located at Marshal Army Airfield,
building 814.

For more information, call Sgt.
1st Class Clinton Ball, noncom-
missioned officer in charge of
Veterinary Services at 239-3886
or 239-2732.

Letters from the Front

“The World's Most Decorated
Play” is coming to the Junction
City, Fort Riley community. Let-
ters From the Front: WWII Show
will have two show times at the
Junction City High School Audi-
torium, Saturday, June 29 at 7
p.m. and Sunday, June 30 at 2
p.m. Tickets are available free of
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harge from the Fort Riley ITR
Jffice, 239-5614.

“Letters’ is a three-act, two-
our “dramedy” that takes place
n the World War 11 home front.
'he play has been performed at
nore than 150 military installa-
ions worldwide since 1992

Outdoor Service

Normandy Chapel’s Contem-
orary Protestant congregation
xtends an invitation to join them
or their outdoor service at Moon
.8ke on June 30. The service
egins at 11:15 am., with a
yotluck picnic afterwards.

Holiday Hours

The Fort Riley commissary
vill be closed on the Fourth of
luly. 1t will be open for regular
shoppingon July 5, 7am. - 9am.
or early bird shopping.

Thrift Shop

The Fort Riley Thrift Shop is
eeking volunteers to help with
nerchandising, sorting and pric-
ng donations, pulling expired
tems, straightening shelves, cus
omer service and consignments.
rhrift Shop business hours are
230 am. - 2:30 p.m., Tuesday -
Thursday and thefirst Saturday of
ach month from 10 am. - 1 p.m.
/olunteer benefits include first
*hoice of new merchandise, dis
ounts on donated items and a
riendly working environment.
hildcare expenses are reim-
wrsed. In addition the Thrift
shop is seeking persons interested
n serving on next year's board.
2ositions open include chairman,
fice chairman, secretary and pub-
icist. For more information about

a specific position, please contact
the Thrift Shop at 784-3874 dur-
ing business hours.

The Shoppe

The Shoppeislocated in build-
ing 259 on Stuart Ave,, just west
of the Fort Riley Honor Guard
Stables. Phone 785-239-2783.
Hours of operation are 10 am.-2
p.m., Tuesday - Saturday. Visit us
for a variety of beautiful and
unique ideas. The place to find a
gift, add to a collection or deco-
rate your home.

Holiday Refuse
Collection

Due to the upcoming Fourth of
July holiday, the refuse collection
schedule will change as follows.
July 1, pick-up will be at Colyer
Manor, Main Post Housing and
Marshall Air Field Housing. On
July 2, pick-up will be at Ellis
Heights, Montieth Heights,
O'Donnell Heights and Peterson
Heights. July 3, pick-up will be at
Warner Heights and Burnside
Heights. July 4, isthe holiday, and
Jduly 5, will be pick-up at Meade
Heights, McClellan Heights,
South Peterson Heights and South
Warner Heights.

Child and Youth
Services

The Fort Riley Child Develop-
ment Center has daycare openings
for pre-school children, ages 3-5,
for both full- and part-day pro-
grams. There are aso full-day
openings available for children
16-24 months. All children must
be registered before spaces can be
assigned. Phone Child and Y outh

Services Central Registration at
239-4847 for further information,
and an appointment to register.

Summer Discovery Day Camp
has openings for children ages 5
11 years. Children must have
completed Kindergarten. Hours
for Daﬁ Camp are 5:45 am. to 6
p.m., through Aug. 16. Children
need not attend camp for the full
day and can register for days or
weeks a a time. Field trips are
scheduled throughout the sum-
mer. On fidd trip days, children
must arrive a camp in time to
leave on the bus. Phone 239-4847
to register.

Dance, Gymnastics

The School of Arts and Sports
will offer dance and gymnastics
classes starting in July. Martia
Arts classes are ongoing and
accepting new enroliments. All
classes are enrolled through CYS
Centra Registration, 239-4847.

Summer Dance Camp, “Fun
Through Movement,” is now
accepting enrollments for the July
22-26 session. Classes will be
held from 9 - 10:30 am. for ages
3-5and from 9 - 12 am. for chil-
dren ages 6-18. Dance classes in
jazz, tap, balet, and lyrica are
also being planned for the next
school year.

Middle School Camp

A Middle School and Teen
Summer Camp is being held for
youth, 11-18. An 11-year-old
must have completed 6th grade.
Camp runs daily from June 3-
Aug. 16. Activities and trips are
planned daily. Crafts, cooking,
swimming, bowling, and field

tripswill be centered around adif-
ferent them each week.

Youth Sports

Soccer and volleyball camps
are being offered this summer.
Contact the Sports Director at
Youth Services for further infor-
mation at 239-9223/9224.

Baby-sitting Classes

American Red Cross baby-sit-
ting classes will be held at Youth
Services on Thursday, and then
again July 18 and Aug. 15. Class
es are for youth 12 years and
older. There is a $10 registration
fee. Each class will be one-day
only, from8am. to 5 p.m., witha
one hour lunch break. A Red
Cross certificate in baby-sitting
will be awarded upon course com-
pletion. There will not be any
infant/toddler Cardiovascular Pul-
monary Resuscitation (CPR)
offered with these classes. A Red
Cross certified instructor will be
teaching the classes. Graduates
will be eligible to be placed on a
babysitting referral list at CYS
Central Registration. Call Central
Registration at 239-4847 for
information and to register.

Marriage Enrichment
Class

Want to make a good marriage
better? Want to better understand
your spouse? Want to have your
spouse better understand you?
Come learn how to deal with mis-
understandings, and how to stop
the argument cycle at the monthly
Marriage Enrichment Class on
Tuesday from 7 - 9 p.m. a the
Soldier and Family Support Cen-

ter, room 29. Free child care is
provided; please bring children’s
shot records. Presented by Chap-
lan (MAJ) Paulson, the Fort
Riley Family Life Chaplain. Reg-
ister by calling 239-3436.

Training Holidays

The 1st Personnel Services
Battalion will be closed for their
battalion training holiday on
today. For emergencies during
this time please cal the 1st Per-
sonnel Services Battalion CQ,
Charge of Quarters, at 239-9661.

Outdoor Rec

The Outdoor Recreation Center
is offering equipment rental at
half price Tuesday - Thursday
through Sept. 3. Call 239-2363 for
further information.

Sports USA

There will be a WWE King Of
The Ring pay-per-view event on
Sunday, at 7 p.m. Doors open 5
p.m. The Cost is $5. For further
information, call 784-5434.

BOSS Battle of the
Bands

The BOSS Battle of the Bands
will be a Sports USA July 26,7
p.m. - 2 am. Tickets are $5 and
may be purchased at ITR or from
any BOSS representative.

Fort Riley Classic

The Fort Riley Classic, ASA
State Qudifying Softball Tourna-

ment, will be June 29-30. The
entry fee is $90 and teams must
provide their own ASA approved
softballs.

Entry deadline is June today.
Cal 239-2172 for further infor-
mation.

Summer Reading
Program

Thereisasummer reading pro-
gram a the Fort Riley Public
Library through July 19.

Partoy prizes and fun will be on
July 20 at 4:30 p.m. Thelibrary is
open Tuesday - Saturday, 1-8 p.m.
and Sunday 1-6 p.m. It is closed
on Mondays

ACAP Job Fair

The Army Career and Alumni
Program is sponsoring ajob fair 9
am. - 1p.m., today, a the ACAP
Center on Main Post, building
210, room 7, Custer Ave. There
will belocal, national and interna-
tiona employers present to talk
with and interview prospective
employees. Visit or call the ACAP
Center, 239-2278/2068 for more
information

Organization Days

The Office of the Inspector
General will be closed today. The
office will be holding their annual
organization day for employees
and family members.

The physical security, civil liai-
son, automation, vehicle registra-
tion and the budget offices of the
Provost Marshal Office will be
closed for an organizational day
on July 3.

HOUSE ADS
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A dog at the stray facility puts up his paw to avisitor. There are several dogs of all shapes
ind sizes available for adoption at the facility.

Ceremony honors Fort Riley scholars

By Steven Cooke
Saff Writer

Fort Riley celebrated members
f the community that earned
lgher education degrees recently
)y holding a post-wide graduation
:eremony at King Field House on
lune 13.

There were 193 graduates who
)articipated in the ceremony, Gor-
Jon Farmer, director of education
enter, said.

"We have soldiers, family
nembers, Department of Defense
ivilians  (employees) earning
ssociate, bachelors and master's
legrees here today," he said at the
eremony.

The graduates earned their
legreesfrom schoolslike K-State,
Central  Michigan University,
Jpper lowa University, Centra
lexas College, Barton Communi-
y College and the University of

Maryland University College.
The graduates were very proud,
and glad to be recognized.
"It's wonderful. It was awe
some," said Spec. Beatriz Molina,

she said.

For some, the graduation was
not just a celebration but also a
confirmation.

"She always tells me "You can

K-State graduate who received a do anything you put your mind

bachelor of science in interdisci-
plinary social science.

Because Malina was the only
graduate of K-State present at the
Fort Riley ceremony, she had to
walk aone.

"l was kind of nervous, but it
made it more specia so I'm glad,"
said Molina

Molina, who currently worksin
the staff judge advocates office,
said she plans to stay in the mili-
tary and may consider becoming a
warrant officer.

"| fed good, but now | have to
get a Ph.D. in education," said
Setoria Morris, Central Michigan
graduate with a master of science
in information resource manage-
ment. "Education is everything,"

to," said Cassie Wandersee, 12, of
her mother, Patricia Wandersee.
“I'm very proud of her. | knew she
coulddoit."

Patricia Wandersee said it took
her 22 years to complete her
degree.

"| started [going to school] in
the military 20 years ago but then
| put it off, but I've been really
focusing these last two years.”

Others involved thought the
day went well aso.

"It's family oriented. Gets the
family involved and that isimpor-
tant to the soldier," said David
Lacer, Ph.D., an education coun-
sor. ik

"I think it's important to recog-
nize the work anéjo achi evemg\:togf

Good homes needed
Amimals seek adoption at stray facility

By Karen E. Hinkle
K-Sate Intern

Pets make ahappy additionto a
family. The Fort Riley Stray
Fecility, building 226, has a vari-
ety of lovable cats and dogs avail -
able for adoption throughout the
yedr.

The animals must remain in the
shelter for three working days
beforethey areavailablefor adop-
tion. This alows the staff to try
and find the owner. About 50 - 54
percent of the animals brought in
to the facility are returned to their
owners within 72 hours. Most of
these pets are returned quickly
thanks to a small device caled a
microchip.

Microchips contain informa-
tion about the pet’s owner, includ-
ing contact information. They are
implanted under the animal’s skin
through a shot.

Almogt dl anima care facili-
ties have scanners that allow
employees to read the information
on the imbedded chips.

In the event a pet becomes logt,
all an animal shelter has to do is
perform a painless scan of the
microchip to get the contact infor-
mation for the owner.

As of Monday, Fort Riley will
require all pets housed on post to
b?mlcroch%tped P

“Microchipping your animals
is the number one way to guaran-
tee you get your pet (back),” said
Sgt. 1st Class Clinton B I non-
commissioned officer in charge of
Veterinary Services.

The E

space to hold 20 animals comfort-

ably, but they havehad asmany as #

30 animals at one time. Unlike
other anima shelters, the str.
facility doesn’'t destroy animals
unless it's absolutely necessary.

“1 keep them aslong asthey are
adoptable,” Ball said.

Ball encouraged those consid-

the graduates," said Gerald Mul-
ryan, also an education counselor.
"It shows Fort Riley is behind its
soldiers and family members
being the best they can be."

The keynote speaker, Dr. Eliza-
beth Stevens, associate provost
for IT partnerships and associate
dean of continuing education at
K-State, spoke to the graduates
about expectations.

"Think about your expectations
for the future," Stevens said.
"What are you going to do with
your degree?’

She gave the graduates some
advice as to what to do with their
education.

"Use your knowledge to make
the world better everyday. Start
now to give it away.

“Learn more and more to give
away. Be worth more than you
cost. Give yourself away to fami-
ly and strangers who need help,”

e said

ost stray facility has |

ering addin a? apet to the family to
consder adopting over purchas-
ing a pet. The Humane Society of
the United States promotes adop-
tion becauseit will help lessen pet
overpopulation problems. Animal
shelters often have older animals
available, and though they may
not appear as playful or charming
a first, these animals are often
calmer than puppies or kittensand
can be better suited for families
with young children.

People interested in purebred
animals can aso find them at the
shelter. The facility gets spaniels,
rottweilers and others. However,
the facility also receives mixed
breeds.

“Everyone needs to remember
mixed breeds are just as lovable,”
Ball said.

The stray facility will adopt
animals to loving homes within
and outside the military commu-
nity.

“We are amilitary asset, but we

do adog to C|V|I|ans and the gen-
era public,” Bal said

Additionally, Bal sad that
most people are very satisfied
with the animals they adopt from
the facility.

How can you adopt a pet from
the post stray facility?

Ball said the best way isto drop
by the shelter and see if you find
an animal you like. If you do, they
will perform routine tests to deter-
mine the animal’s general health.
Aslong asthe animal ishedthy, it
can be adopted.

The $62 adoption fee includes
rabies and distemper vaccina-
tions, a test for heartworms or
feline leukemia, deworming,
microchipping and a $20 credit
toward aspay or neuter at the post
Veterinary Clinic. The adoption
fee is $42 for animals who have
aready been spayed or neutered.

“We try to encourage spay or
neuter,” Ball said.

See Pets Page 8

A furry felin
NCOIC of Fort

Post/Pope

Fg;ets attention from Sgt. 1st Class Clint Ball,
iley Veterinary Services.

By Christopher Selmek

Sutler’s Store opens

19th PAD

of “Old Bill,”

A newly assigned soldier couldn’t tear his eyes off of the picture
the U.S. Cavaryman. It seemed absurd, he thought,
that he should walk through these halls thinking only of his own
family. But then, why should it seem odd?

His grandfather served at Fort Riley, his father served at Fort

Riley and now it was his turn to pass through these gates. He just
had to get a sense of its history.

If only he had something, some trinket of some sort with “Old
Bill” on it, that he could send to his father. Certainly, he would
appreciateit. A coffee mug or a paper weight, if only he could find
such athing.

He continued to move through the dimly lit corridors, when he
suddenly noticed a slightly brighter light emanating from a room
down the hall. His neck stretched upward to see what the attention
was being given to, and a smile spread across his face when he
came to understand.

The sign read “ Sutler’ s Store: Open.”

The U.S. Calvary Museum gift shop, now the Sutler's Store,
reopened May 22, after being closed for three months. It was orig-
inaly closed on Feb. 21, .

“The task of re-opening the store was taken by the U.S. Caval -
ry Association,” said Butch Scherer, store manager.

Scherer said that store sales go toward museum upkeep, which
iswhy it isimportant for them to attract alot of business.

“We just opened afew days ago and we're till trying to get the
word out,” he said.

One way the museum plansto get the word out is by having sol -
diers stop by the museum while till in replacement as a planned
in-processing event.

“There are alot of people who don’t know about the gift shop.
There are a lot of people who don’'t even know about the muse-
um,” he said.

Sutler’s Store offers awide variety of merchandise with the Fort
Riley logo or otherwise cavary related. Here there are paper-
weights, coffee mugs and many books written about the history of
the cavalry.

“Things in the store are pretty much related to the museum, or
to the cavalry or to Fort Riley asawhole,” said Scherer.

The name, “Sutler’s Store,” comes from a long time ago when

the U.S. Cavalry was till busy with the relocation of Native Amer-
icans.

“|1 equate the Sutler’ s Store' swith the (Post Exchange) you have
today; it's not exactly, but that’swhat it's like,” said Scherer. “The
store manager was called a Sutler.”




’age 8

Fort Riley Post

June 21, 2002

Summer camps for kids fun, educational

By Jacob Moulin
K-Sate Intern

School Age Services of Fort
Rley is offering a recreationa
yogram for children, ages 5-11.
'he program is focused on fun
ind educational experiences.
-eyni Williams, assistant program
lirector believes the benefits are
yreat for areakids.

"Hopefully, we get to take them
utside, but if we are inside, we
rave plenty of activities, like art
ind woodworking." Williams
aid.

Seven year-old Arthur Collins
has enjoyed the program so far
this summer.

"I like to play outside, but
when | am inside, | like to play
foosball. I'm good." Collins said.

One of the main focuses of the
program is the opportunity for the
kids to go on field trips. Shalimar
Dennison, program director,
believes the field trips are an
enormous benefit.

"We have gone to some great
places. The kids redly enjoy the
trips," Dennison said.

So far this summer, the chil-

dren have traveled quite a way
from home on their field trips.
They have ventured to a Council
Grove museum, Mulvane Art
Museum and a water park in
Topeka. Future trips include: the
Topeka Zoo, the Kansas Cosmos
phere in Hutchinson and the
Eisenhower Museum in Abilene.

Also, each week has a different
theme and the field trips are
designed to coincide that theme.
Themes this summer have ranged
from "Native American" to
"ltaly."

Summer enrollment at School

Age Servicesislower than during
the school year. There are approx -
imately 97 children enrolled this
summer. Usually, there are around
250 children, between kinder-
garten and fifth grade.

Kayla Kramer, 7, has enjoyed
the program tremendously so far.

"All of the teachers are redly
nice and my friends are here," she
sad. "l likeit."

School Age Servicesisopenal
day during the week from May 31
to August 16. For more informa-
tion, call 239-1752.

Soldier plays, sings his way around Europe

By Jeremy Heckler
19th PAD

One soldier spent his Army
areer following the beat of his
wn drum and it took him to
Jlaces he' s never been before.

Sgt. 1t Class Rick Stanley,
¥41st Maintenance Battalion,
pent his life around country and
ock music.

“My music is more party music
han country music because there
s aplace for crying in your beer
nd a place for partying,” said
Xanley.

His skill as a musician offered
im the opportunity to servein the
J.S. Army Band in Europe for
line years.

“I've been a musician since
974 and before the Army I've
layed music,” said Stanley. “It's
omething I've done dl my life.”

Stanley said he didn't try to
oin the band when he first enlist-
d in the Army because he didn’t
tnow they had one, and he does
't know how to read music.

After joining the Army, Stanley
vent to Germany as a construc-
ion engineer systems specidist.

AUSA
elects
officers

The Fort Riley chapter of
the Association of the United
States Army, held achange of
command during their gener-
al membership meeting on
June 12. John Armbrust com-
pleted his year as Chapter
President of ASUA and hand-
ed over the President’s Pin to
Gary Drake.

Other officers elected and
members of the executive
committee include: Mike
Shilling -- 1st Vice President,
David Waker -- 2nd Vice
President, Brian Wells-- Vice
President of Membership,
Command Sgt. Mg. Richard
Hearron -- Vice President of
Enlisted membership, Lt.
Cal. Lowdl Asher -- Vice
President of Activities, Lt.
Col. Art DeGroat -- Vice
President of ROTC, Harold
Wilson -- Secretary and Alan
Swarts-- Treasurer.

While there, he got together with
a group of folks and started a
band. Upon returning to Germany
after three years at Fort Bragg,
N.C., Stanley reunited with his
bandmates.

“Some of those guys started
leaving and | picked up a key-
board and a drummer who werein
the band (US Army Europe
Band),” said Stanley. He said the
unit he was in a the time was
being deactivated and the Army
band needed a honcommissioned
officer in the training section.

“They asked if | would become
the training NCO and be the front
man for the country band,” he
said. That began a nine-year rela-
tionship with the Army band.

“As | stayed with the band, |
gained more responsibilities and
was eventualy put in charge of
the country band,” he said.

Being with the band took him
al across Europe, including seven
trips to Bosnia

“I got to see Bosnia from the
time the bullets stopped flying to
when it became relatively stable,”
said Stanley. The first time he
traveled to Bosnia they went to

Pets

each camp in atwo and a half ton
truck wearing flak jackets. He
said the last time he went they
were able to play in civilian
clothes.

“Onething | won't forget is our
second Bosniatrip. We were wait-
ing in a bus termina for our
escort, and somebody bet the bass
player a buck he wouldn’t go out
into the square and dance, and he
went out and did it,” said Stanley.

In addition to the trips to
Bosnia, the band also played festi-
vals and other events in Europe.
Stanley’s love for music also
extended to his own music.

“I’ve always played music pri-
vately, in a private band,” said
Stanley, whose band opened for
the Bellamy Brothers, Chad
Brock and others when he was
stationed in Europe.

“We were fortunate enough to
open for many of the different
acts when they toured Europe,”
said Stanley.

“In both the civilian and Army
bands | had alot of fun being on
stage,” said Stanley. “Me and the
bass player and the drummer
would always be up there crack-

continued from page 7

Fort Riley regulations require
cats to have feline distemper and
rabies vaccinations, according to
Sgt. Carrie Fox. And dogs must
have canine distemper and rabies
vaccinations.

Housing regulations cover
other animals, and permission is
needed to have pets in post hous
ing, she said.

Military personnel must aso
maintain proper care for the ani-
mals. The Veterinary Clinic high-

ly recommends a yearly heart-
worm test for dogs, Fox said.

Aside from following regula-
tions, what does Bal look for in a
pet’s potentia family?

“I like people that come in
today and look, come back and
play with the anima and come
back and adopt the third day,
because we know they will get a
good home,” Ball said.

“This is the pet that's going to
be part of the family.”
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ing jokes and having alot of fun.”

After nine years in the Army
band, Stanley returned to the
United States as a platoon
sergeant with the 568th Engineer
Company. Now playing solo,
Stanley till findstimeto share his
music with the world by playing
at weddings and for senior citi-
zens, as well as singing the
National Anthem at the post box-
ing tournament and the Army
Song at change of command cere-
monies.

“Even though I'm not in the
band, I'm till utilizing my talent
for the Army,” said Stanley.

Stanley said, as he looks back
on retirement after amost 20
years of service, that if he hadn’t
joined the band he probably
would not have had as long an
Army career.

The most important thing for
Stanley is that he can play his
music and share it with people.

“I like to share my music with
the world and have fun,” said
Stanley. “If one person hears my
music then |’ ve done my job.”

Post/Bultm

Kayla Kramer, 7, creates hearts in clay at the School Age
Services summer camp on June 14.
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Summer sports benefit, motivate youth

By Christopher Selmek
19th PAD

Mario was getting al the exer-
ise, Jeff wasn't. He zipped across
he screen, effortlessly at the push
f the joystick, while irritatingly
nonotonous music played from
he video game.

Suddenly, some kind of turtle
ooking thing appeared from off
creen, too quick for Jeff to avoid.
A\t the same time, a bullet flew at

him from the other side of the
screen, stealing his last life.

It was incredibly bad luck, but
then, it had been a bad week.

“Mom,” Jeff cried, “I'm
bored.”

Then he remembered that his
mom wasn't home. She was off
doing something called in pro-
cessing, something that he had
only alittle idea what it was. He
was aone with his babysitter in
the house and aready losing
touch with the world.

Post/Cooke

Katie Boland, a player from Fort Riley girl’s softball team
wmber 2, batsdurlng her teams 9-8 win over Junction City.

Jeff wandered into the kitchen
with a haf developed plan to
make a sandwich or drink some
soda, anything to kill time.
Instead, he found himself reading
some of the notes his mom had
left for hersalf on the counter.

One in particular captured his
atention. Written on lined note-
book paper were the words “ Sum-
mer Youth Sports” and under-
neath it a phone number. His
understanding of the words was
basic, but somehow they called
out to him. What did they mean?

When Jeff's mom got home
from in processing, he pleaded
with her to cdl and find out if he
could play a sport. He was ready
to get out and make afresh start in
his new world.

Jeff may not be an actua per-
son, but his delema could be used
to describe youth around Fort
Riley during the summer when
school doesn't keep them busy.

Y outh Servicesis offering vari-
ous sports for children ages’S - 15
this summer, including softball, t-
ball and baseball.

The current season is sched-
uled to run until July 16, accord-
ing to Danny Durkee, youth
sports director. Registration for
the next season, including such
sports as soccer and volleybal,
will beginin August.

“It's not an ultra competitive
Pr ram,” said Durkee. “I1t'smore
or fun.”

Durkee says that although
score is kept track of for individ-
ual matches, it is not recorded for
the season, and thereis nowhere a
person would be able to look up
team standings.

In an added effort to reduce
competition, there is no end of
season tournament and every
effort istaken to solve conflictsas
they occur.

“I'm not a believer in going a
whole season everyone equa and
then turning around having atour-
nament and puttlng them all
against each other,” said Durkee.

Durkee says that if any chil-
dren are more interested in the
sport than the friendly program
offered on-pogt, there are aways
opportunities for more competi-
tive play outside. The 20 on-post

teams compete with amost 20
teams from surrounding areas to
add some variety to the sport, and
any of those teams would happily
accept a child who wished for
more of a challenge.

“Everybody plays, everybody
learns the rules, everybody learns
teamwork and everybody has
fun,” he said.

Y et another benefit to this local
program is the opportunity for
parental involvement.

“All coaches and assistant
coachesare parents,” Durkee said.
“During some games for the
younger children we have five or
six parents helping out during the
course of the game, be it helping
coach or keeping kids paying
attention to the defense.”

The children have a good time
playlng softball aswell.

They can throw hard and bat
hard and make all the basemen go
over there to the grass,” said Tan-
ner Manosa of the Fort Ri I&/ Rhi-
nos, pointing to the outfield an
talking about his favorite thi ng
about the team.

Durkee himself is responsible
only for set up and maintenance
of the teams and the areas they
play on, athough he also servesas
an umpire when one is needed.

The youth sports program is
run through the post teen center.
For more information, please call
Danny Durkee at 239-9223.

f invited the softball team to
his birthday party that year, held
at alocal fast food restaurant with
a large chocolate cake that the
team had chipped in to buy

Hisbest friend put hlsarm over
his shoulder as he opened the last |
present.

A best friend he had met on the
post youth softball team.

Two months ago he was the
new kid on post, he didn’'t know
anybody or do anything; he was
prepared to waste away.

Now he knew nearly every boy
in his neighborhood.

Now he had a hobby and a best
friend.

Now he had an extended fami-
ly in his team.

In as many ways as that would
affect his future, he would always
remember it started with softball.

befor e the game. However, rain canc

Post/Selmek

Jody Lenth, Fort Riley Rhinos, e(];ets some practice in

ed the event.

Freedom Run part of Fourth of July activities in Junction City

By Emily O’ Connor
K-Sate Intern

“The Coors Freedom Run is a great
vay to show patriotism and support for
rour country,” Command Sgt. Mg. Ken
“yffe, garrison sergeant mgjor said. “It is
1so agreat way to kick off the Fourth of
luly and the Sundown Salute.”

Junction City and Geary County have
1number of events scheduled for July 4 -
» thisyear. One event is the 26th Annual
>oors Freedom Run.

Maj. Gen. Thomas Metz, commanding
jeneral, 24th Infantry Division (Mech)
nd Fort Riley, will kick off the 10k (6.2

ington Street, between 5th and 6th
Streets.

According to Jerry Frakes, coordinator
of the race, there are entrants from
Kansas, Oklahoma, Colorado, Missouri
and Wisconsin, so far.

“Last year, we had 208 people running
the race and we are hoping for at least
that many again this year,” Frakes said.

The entrance fee for the Freedom Run
is $12 and includes a tank top and race
number.

As in any race, there will be several
prizes awarded for different race divi-
sions.

The overal first place male and first
place female will each receive $200. A

prize of $100 will be awarded to record-
breskers in both the mae and female
divisons. Previous record holders are
Steve Riley of Lawrence, with a time of
31.40 and Sara Wells of Sdlina, with a
time 36.47.

A unique aspect of thisrace is that the
proceeds from the Army division of the
race will benefit the Fort Riley Armed
Services YMCA in Junction City.

Severa prizes will be awarded in the
Army divisions for the first place overall
men’s and women's categories, first
place platoon (must run as a platoon);
first place company and the most runners
from a brigade.

There will also be three monetary

prizes awarded for the best decorated
storefronts along the race trail.

While the race may smply be a fun
event for some, others might see it as an
opportunity to prepare for upcoming
races,

“The Freedom Run isagreat chanceto
prepare for the AUSA (Association of the
United States Army) 10 mile race in
August,” Fyffe said.

“It's the only major race between now
and then.”

The course goes north to 18th Street,
against traffic, then left on 18th Street,
againgt traffic to Jackson. It then pro-
ceeds through the intersection to High-
way Business 57 to the turn-around spot

at the three-mile point, then returns the
reverse route.

The course is dready marked and
mowed, Frakes said.

Anyone interested in registering for
the 26th Coors Freedom Run, can go to
King Field House or Leonard Gym on
post or to the Coors warehouse, 2005
North Jackson, Junction City, to enter.
Entries will be taken up to, but not on
race day.

“The Freedom Run is a great event for
families,” Frakes said. “We have a one-
mile fun run a 9 am. and a parade fol-
lowing that. We really have something
for everyone and hope that everyone will
come out and participate.”

nile) race at 7:30 am., July 4 on Wash-

Prickly pear, pincushion cactus on Fort Riley, edible in emergency

By Alan Hynek
DES Biologist

Among the prairies of Fort
Riley are two botanical dissidents.
They come armed with sharp
pines and an array of folklore
nd fascinating uses. Although
hese two seem out of place on the
{ansas plains, they are certainly
n interesting part of the tallgrass
yairie community.

Two species of cactus are
(nown to occur on Fort Riley. The
rickly pear (Opuntia macrorhiza)
s common and found throughout
he entire post. The other is much
ess common and is fittingly
tnown as the pincushion cactus
Corypantha missouriensis).

Both of these arein afamily of

spines that help protect the plant
from water loss by predators.

Prickly pear grows on rocky
slopes and hilltops in the open
plains. It can be found asasingle
plant or, more often, in acluster of
severa plants.

There are nine species of prick-
ly pear found in the Great Plains
and it is the most widespread cac-
tusin North America. Itischarac-
terized by having one to severd
thick pads armed with up to one-
inch spines. The yellow flowers

are produced in the spring of the |

year, and bear afleshy red or pur-
plefruit.

The prickly pear has many
reported uses. Most notably isthat
nearly &l parts are edible, includ-

ing the pads, fruit, buds and flow- common plant on Fort Ri

The pincushion cactus

)

Post/

Corypantha missouriensis) isnot a
ey.

Prickly pears were quite often
noted in literature as a source of
emergency food and water. One
particular event occurred in 1868
a the Battle of Beecher Idand
along the Republican River in
Northeast Colorado.

General Forsythe and his
troops were stranded on the sandy
idand for several days. Their only
subsistence was prickly pears,
which were found in abundance
on theidand.

The pincushion cactus is not
very common on Fort Riley, but
can be found on rocky ledges in
the open prairie. The plant hasone
to several round stems bearing
clusters of spines. The flower isa
striking pale yellow to green,
which developsinto afleshy fruit.

good landscape plants in the right
situation. They take well to trans-
planting and of course require lit-
tle water.

Care must be taken not to plant
them where children or pets may
encounter the thorns.

Also keep in mind that only
pads, flowers and fruit may be
harvested from either species of
cactus. Per the Fort Riley Hunting
and Fishing Regulation,” Flowers
and foliage of plants, excluding
trees and shrubs, may be taken for
ornamental purposes without &
permit provided that no more
plant material istaken by any one
individual, each day, than can fit
into a standard 3-pound coffee
can, 6 inch diameter opening.
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Korea 50 years ago - Old Baldy, Bloody Ridge bear brunt of Red attacks

By Jim Caldwell
TRADOC News Service

WASHINGTON — In hopes of
ringing the Reds back to the
ruce table, the U.S. launched
nassive ar raids against previ-
usly banned targets in the north,
50 years ago thisweek in Korea.

June 20, 1952 — Medds of
donor are presented posthumous-
y to eight marines. They raisethe
otal of marines who have earned
he Medal of Honor in Korea to
4,

The Defense Department
eports that the numbers of Amer-
can casualties in Korea have
eached 110,611. That includes
.9,400 dead.

June 20-26 — The 179th
nfantry Regiment soldiers, 45th
nfantry Division, are in positions
n Porkchop Hill, Outpost Eerie
ind Old Baldy, so-called because
vtillery from both sides has
tripped the crest of al vegeta-
ion.

Since relieving their sister bat -
aion, the 180th, June 16, 179th
oldiers have fought off platoon-
hrough battalion-level Chinese
ttacks.

The Chinese are now trying to
1se tunnel warfare to catch U.N.
roops unawares. Soldiers of the
I5th ID have blown up some tun-
1el entrances and opened other
unnels. The Chinese who want to
urrender are taken prisoner.

Chinese prisoners taken in this
reawill later tell interrogators of
fficers who shot men who tried
o dig their way out of collapsed
unnels and to surrender to the
\mericans.

On June 26 the 179th changes
rom defense to offense. Regi-
nent Commander Lt. Col. Joseph
>. Sandlin decides to take out a
“hinese position about 1,000
rards away from Old Baldy's
rest. The enemy is in a strong
)osition to threaten American
roops on Old Baldy and Pork-
*hop Hill.

Early in the morning, soldiers
wvacuate Old Bady while eight
\ir Force tactical fighters bomb,
ocket and strafe the enemy.
Nhen they’'re finished, 179th

artillery and mortars give the
communists a heavy pasting.

After the artillery lifts, a 179th
reinforced company attacks from
the left. A 180th company
attached to the 179th and support-
ed by atank goes at the Chinese
from the right. Despite the tank,
heavy small arms and automatic
weapons fire keeps the two units
from advancing for about an hour.
Then the Chinese suddenly with-
draw. The Gls fill in the vacated
positions, and come under a
heavy artillery barrage.

Assoon asthe shelling lifts, the
Reds rush back into the trenches
and the Americans fight them
hand-to-hand. They drive the
enemy back over the hill where
the positions had been dug in, but
cannot pursue them. When they
start over the crest, withering
machine gun fire stops them.

The 179th sends another com-
pany to join the fight, and its sol-
diers try to flank the Chinese on
the right. Again, effective fire
from the enemy stops them.

Two American tanks join the
fight by trying to crest the hill.
One turns over and the other
throws a track. But before the
tanks are out of it, they hit the
Chinese and cause them critical
damage.

It's enough for two platoons to
chase the enemy out of their posi-
tions.

When dark comes troops are
trying to dig in and survive heavy
shelling on Old Bady and other
posts. There is no counterattack

during the night.
June 23-26 — On June 23, sev-
eral  Fifth Air Force F-86

squadrons fly cover for Navy
planes as 35 Skyraiders and 35
Phantom jets attack the Suiho
power-generating dam on the
western part of the Yau River.
When Navy pilots exhaust their
ordnance, 79 Air Force F-84
Thunderjets and 45 F-90 Shooting
Stars hit the dam.

There are more than 200 MiG
fighterson airfieldsin Manchuria,
but the pilots stay on the ground.
One does take off but flies away
in the opposite direction.

B-29 Superfortresses and other
combat aircraft hit two power

generating plants a the Chanjin
Reservoir and two others at the
Pujon Reservair in the east above
the seaport of Hungnam.

On June 24 and June 26, U.S.
aircraft pound the reser-
voir sites again, but
do not return to g4
Suiho. On June g4
25th Air Force ,.-"
aircraft  drop
250 tons of :
bombs on troop |
concentrations ‘¥
on enemy front
lines. ")
Pilots said the %
Suiho dam was 70 to
90 percent destroyed
and the Pujon plants were
wiped out.

This begins a two-week black-
out in North Korea.

From the beginning of the war,
the Air Force wanted to hit the
power plantsonthe Ydu, but U.S.
leaders forbid it because they did-
n't want to bring the Chinese into
the fight. Even after the Chinese
entered the war, the policy stayed
in effect. Gen. Matthew B. Ridg-
way, as U.N. supreme comman-
der, vetoed requests to add them
to the target list. Reportedly he
wanted to wait until the enemy
dragged their feet in the truce
talks and then the power stations
could be hit to motivate them to

Trooper
Week
correction

Thereisacorrectiontothe
printed results in last week's
Fort Riley Pogt, in reference
to the winners of the Trooper
Week overall standings. The
winners of the week-long
competition were: overall
winner, 3rd Brigade Combat
Team; battalion winner, 4th
Battdion, 1st Field Artillery
Divison; and small unit win-
ner, 331st Signal Company.
The Post staff regrets the
misprinting.

alsh IHI
FABE AN VAR

. _\:{]]-‘."«-"'v <

get serious about making progress
at the truce table.
After Gen. Mark Clark became
the U.N. supreme commander, he
immediately saw the power
plants as legitimate tar-
ets. So when Lt.
Gen. O.P. Wey-
land, Far East Air
Force comman-
der, proposed to
attack  them,
Clark agreed.
The Joint
Chiefs of Staff
also agreed and
President Harry S.
Truman gave his
permission.

The only restrictions
were to hit the Yalu River dams
on the North Korean side of the
river and pilots must not stray into
Manchurian air space.

The attacks create an uproar in
Great Britain. Labor leaders in
Parliament denounce the raids
June 24 as possible sparks for
World Wer II1.

Prime  Minister ~ Winston
Churchill admits that he wasn't
consulted before the attacks but
they presented “no change” in the
British-U.S. war policy.

June 25 — Weyland says that
the bombing raids are “a gentle
hint of more to come if the com-
mies want it that way.”

Clark makes a speech on the
second anniversary of the war's
beginning. He says the United
Nationsis prepared for “the bitter,
bloody fighting of 1950 and
1951” if the Reds want to begin
another offensive.

In Moscow, the Tass news
agency rages, “American air
pirates have started the massive

bombing of peaceful towns which
have not military objectives.”

At Panmunjom, North Korear
Lt. Gen. Nam Il warns the U.N
negotiators against taking a “dan-
gerous step” to try to make the
communists abandon their “reg
sonable and unshakeable” truce
demands.

Americans on the home front
aren't affected by the internation
a furor. They think that if it will
end the war center, the power
generating plants should be wipeq
out.

Communist guerrillas blow up
atrain in southwest South Korea|
An American soldier isamong the
46 people killed.

The communists take 80 pas-
Sengers as prisoners.

Fort Riley continues to be
Korean War Commemorative
Community through 2003.
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Eisenhower honored
at Abilene ceremony

By Steven Cooke
Saff Writer

The Army celebrated its 227th
irthday on June 14. Part of the
estivities was honoring past
“hiefs of Staff that are no longer
live with wreath laying cere-
nonies. Gen. Dwight D. Eisen-
1ower was honored at histomb in

he Place of Meditation at the d

Zisenhower Center in Abileng,
{ansas. Eisenhower is one of
nly two chiefs not buried at
Arlington Cemetery in Arlington,
/a

The day was beautiful. Clear
lue skies, warm temperatures
ind a hint of a cool breeze. The
eremony was very short. At 3
.M. abugle played avery soulful
endition of Taps as gr¥g. Gen.
david Gross, 24th Infantry Divi-
ion assistant division commander
Maneuver) and Command Sgt.
Ag. Richard Hearron, 24th
nfantry Division (Mechanized)
nd Fort Riley command sergeant
ngjor, wearing their dress blues,
laced the wreath on Eisenhow-
¥'s tomb.

"l am very humbled and hon-
red to have this opportunity
oday," said Gross.

Inside the Place of Meditation
vere soldiers from the 266th
lransportation Detachment.

"I wanted them to see this"
said 1st Lt. Paul Smith, 266th
Transportation Detachment Com-
mander. "This is something every
soldier at Fort Riley and the Army
should see. We're showing our
respect to General Eisenhower
and the Army."

Outside the Place of Medita-
tion folks gathered to pay their
espects.

"I try to attend dl the cere-
monies,” said Anson Coulson,
Abilene city commissioner. "I
have very high regards for Eisen-
hower and I'm proud to be from
the same home town."

"I thought the ceremony was
very nice,” said Marie Johannsen
of Overland Park, Kan. "I'm ahis-
tory buff and always thought
Eisenhower was a strong leader."

The ceremony did not attract
many, but the annua wreath lay-
ing In October for Eisenhower's
birthday could bring thousands
explained Dan Holt, director of
the Eisenhower Center.

In the Place of Meditation,
Eisenhower islaid next to hiswife
Mamie Doud Eisenhower and
between them lay their young son
Doud David Eisenhower who
died of scarlet fever at age four.

The Eisenhower Center also
features a Presidential Research
Library and the Eisenhower fami-
ly home.

Self-Help course offered

By Heather Pope
Radford Univ. Intern

Every unit on post is required
o have a noncommissioned offi-
ser and three schooal trained mem-
yers on their Self-Help team.
'hese teams are an essential part
f the ingtallation's facility main-
enance team.

The Public Works Self-Help
chool helps units establish a
jood Self-Help Program.

The course is scheduled every
nonth and the next is scheduled
luly 15-19. The courseistaught in
onjunction with Barton County
~ommunity College, and pro-
fides soldier the opportunity to
btain two advanced education
redits.

"These courses alow techni-
sians to apply themselves to do
lifficult repairs only they can do,"
said Ed Kozlowski, Self-Help
nstructor.

There are a severd aress of self
elp offered. "Our main course is
onstruction. It deals with some
10me repairs such as sheet rock
ind screen,”" said Kozlowski.

"The purpose of the classes is
o0 help soldiers with their ability
o fix basic maintenance problems
n the barracks, which in turn
elps Public Works save their
ralugble time."
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The Self-Help course also
incorporates the Installation's
Energy Conservation class, which
istaught on Thursday afternoon at
1 p.m. the week of the Self-Help
Class. This class is mandatory for
Energy Awareness Officers and
NCQOs, and students do not have
to attend the entire Self-Help
course to come to the Energy
Class.

Although anyone on post can
take these courses, to enroll a sol-
dier, the unit needs to submit a
request for on-post school space
to the Self-Help School. The
schoal is located on Main Post in
building 307, on the corner of
Holbrook and Carter Ave., upper
floor. The hours of operation for
the school are from 7:30 am. to 4
p.m. Mondaﬁ/ - Friday. Itisclosed
on federa holidays and training
holidays. Self-Help supplies are
available at the Troop Self-Help
Store, building 372. For more
information visit the PW web site
or cal 239-3757.

GAME GUY
1x2.5"
Black Only
We've moved

TTE WU SATTITICES of his friends

Guildhall Address Lond

1

June 13

1945

Post/Bender

Brig. Gen. David Gross, assistant divison commander
(Maneuver) and Command Sgt. Maj. Richard Hearron, 24th
Infantry Division (Mechanized) and Fort Riley command
sergeant major, place a wreath on Eisenhower's tomb June
14.
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Assignment

preferences

soon accessible online

WASHINGTON (Army News
Service) -- Army officers will be
able to submit their assignment
preference statements via the
Internet by accessing the U.S.
Army Personnel Command home-
page beginning July 1.

The online preference state-
ment will enable officers, for the
first time, the ability to view open
valid reguisitions that assignment
managers are working to fill,
according to officials.

"In the past our customers have
only been able to see open assign-
ments on various branch web-
Sites” said Jan Frutiger, automa-
tion branch chief for PERSCOM's
Officer Personnel Management
Directorate. "With the online pref-
erence statements officers will
have a broader view of the pos-
tions that assignment managers
are working to fill. They will be
able to evauate the specia
requirements for the position
before making their choice."

Branch, grade and area of con-

centration are the filters for the
information that is shown on the
preference statement. Officers can
make selections specifically by
valid and open requisitions, by
location or by specific duty such
asjoint, ROTC or recruiting. The
assignment manager will then
have immediate visibility to this
information as he walks through
the decision process for filling a
requisition.

"The preference statement is
what the field has asked for," said
Brig. Gen. David Valcourt,
OPMD director. "It's going to
empower officers to better partic-
iﬁme in the decisions that impact
their career and help streamline
and improve the responsiveness
of the officer assignment
process."

Officers will be able to select
their preferences on the PER-
SCOM homepage by clicking on
the officer preference statement
dog tag when the option comes
online next month.
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