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Special Reaction Team

Fort Riley's Specia Reaction
Team held ajoint training mission
recently with the Fort Riley Fire

Department at an abandoned
building on Main Post.

See Page 14
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Post/Skidmore

“Aviatorsin their CH-47 helicopters, supported the 2nd Brigade, 34th Infantry Division, lowa Army National Guard, by
irlifting infantry and artillery units all over the Fort Riley maneuver area during the recent BATL-AXE exercise.

Training exercise
tests airlifting skills

By Gary Skidmore
Cmd. Information Officer

The largest aviation training
exercise ever to take place on Fort
Riley peaked last weekend when
5th Battalion, 159th Aviation Reg-
iment completed more than 80
sling load missions.

Virtually flying non-stop for
more than 24 hours, the aviators
in their CH-47 helicopters, sup-
ported the 2nd Brigade, 34th
Infantry Division, lowa Army
National Guard, by airlifting
infantry and artillery unitsall over
the Fort Riley maneuver area.

“This exercise is significant for
us because it's the first time in
memory that we' ve had our bat-
talion together to maneuver,” said
1st Lt. Charlie Wilson, S-1, 5th
Bn., 159th Avn. Regt.

“We've tried working together
as a unit in the past, but we've
only doneit with one or two units.
This is significant because we're
here with Headquarters Company
and Company B, from Fort Eustis,
Company A, from Fort Lewis,
Wash., and a detachment from

The exercise, caled BATL-
AXE, began two weeks ago for
the battalion.

“We began supporting the
infantry two weeks ago,” said
Maj. Edward Lizurick, executive

officer, 5th Bn., 159th Avn. Regt.

“Qur primary mission isto pro-
vide aviation support to the
infantry and any other unit that
may need air mobile assets. We
provided them with that capabili-
ty here,” said Lizurick.

Lizurick said his helicopters
have the capability to lift heavy
loads.

“We can lift just about any-
thing,” said Lizurick. “We can
move combat units and their
equipment around the battlefield
giving them the capability to relo-
cate on the battlefield while the
battle israging.”

Acting as o ers/controllers
for the exercise were members of
2nd Battalion, 291st Training
Support Battalion from Fort
Riley.

“We are responsible for about
90 aviation units west of the Mis-
sissippi,” said Capt. Scott Jones,
Company A, 2nd Bn., 291st TSB.
“We provide a collective training
experience for them to actually
exercisetheir aviation expertisein
a combined arms environment.”

Jones said that his unit consid-
ers this exercise significant
because they have been successful
in combining infantry, engineer
and artillery units in the exercise
with the aviation assets making
the scenarios more redl life.

See Exercise Page 3

Summer brings Changes of Command to Fort Riley units
Gold assumes command of 3rd BCT

By Gary Skidmore
Cmd. Information Officer

The 3rd Brigade Combat Team
shanged command Monday and
n doing so, began a new chapter
n the history of the 1st Armored
division and 24th Infantry Divi-
ion.

Col. John Musser 11, passed the
rigade colors to incoming com-
nander Col. Russell Gold under
lue skies and a warm breeze as
wndreds of friends, family and
vell wishers looked on.

“1 arrived here knowing | had a
rigade combat team ready for
var,” said Mg. Gen. Thomas
Aetz, commanding general, 24th
nfantry Division (Mech) and Fort
Rley.

“It's not just on the National
fraining Center battlefield that
lohn Musser excels,” said Metz,
n his remarks about the outgoing
;ommander.

“Whether it's sending Task
corce 2-70 Armor or 1-41
nfantry to Kuwait or participat-
ng in NATO Battle Command
fraining Exercises in Germany,
leploying company teams to
IRTC or developing the right
tandards for access control,
vhatever John Musser’s Brigade
combat Team does, it does to
tandard, on time, and it's with
hat break the inertia, build the
nomentum, full steam ahead
thic”

Musser began his remarks by
raising his soldiers in formation
n Cavalry Parade Field.

“Ladies and gentlemen, stand-
ng before you are the most out-
tanding men and women I've
wver seen.”

Musser continued his praise for
is soldiers and singled out his
1oncommissioned officers as the
inest inthe Army.

“I"'m not going to tell you how
yreat the soldiers of the Bulldog
3rigade are,” said Musser. “But |

the oldest command sergeant
major, these NCOs exceed our
highest expectations everyday.”

Musser continued by saying
that the NCOs of his brigade live
by a creed, which brings tears of
prideto his eyes.

“They don't need anybody to
do their job, and they know that
sometimes the right thingto do is
the hardest thing to do. But, |
guarantee these NCOs aways do
the right thing, even when nobody
iswatching.

“The NCOs on the field today
are my pride and joy and they are

what I’'m going to miss the most.”

Musser’s next position will be
as 24th Inf. Div.(M.) Chief of
Staff.

In an earlier interview, Musser
said he brings his brigade com-
mand experience and background
to his new job and because of his
past command experience, can
better relate to the brigade com-
manders that will follow.

“It's very easy for meto reflect
on what a brigade commander is
experiencing having been one”
said Musser. “I'll be very familiar

See Gold Page
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Connor takes command

By Jason Shepherd
19th PAD

Col. James Milano bid farewell
to the 1st Brigade Combat Team
in a change of command ceremo-
ny held Tuesday on Cavary
Parade Field.

Col. Arthur Connor took over
as commander of the famed Devil
Brigade. Milano had spent two
years as the commander of the 1st
BCT.

The ceremony opened with the
firing of “Old Thunder,” areplica
of a Revolutionary War era can-
non, fired by Battery D, 1st Bat-
talion, 5th Field Artillery Regi-
ment.

The 1st Brigade Combat Team
and the Fort Riley Honor Guard
were present at the ceremony. The
399th Army Band from Fort
Leonard Wood, Mo., aso per-
formed.

Maj. Gen. Thomas Metz, com-
mander of the 24th Infantry Divi-
sion (Mechanized) and Fort Riley,
thanked Milano for his great lead-
ership and vast expertise.

“Not only did he excel on all
the major exercises and deploy-
ments, he also excelled at the fun-

damentals,” Metz said. “Soldiers |#%

and leaders of the Devil Brigade
are the most tactically and techni-

caly proficient of any unit I've |*

had the pleasure to serve with.”

Milano, who will be on the
joint staff in the Pentagon, talked
about his replacement during his

h.

“There's nothing better in our
Army than turning an outfit you
love over to someone you know
and have complete confidence in
and | have no doubt that Buck is
going to take this brigade to even
a higher level of excellence,” he
said.

Connor talked about being the
new commander of the 1st
Brigade Combat Team.

Fort Riley.”

Milano's awards and decora-
tions include the Legion of Meit,
six Meritorious Service Medals,
three  Army Commendation
Medals, five Army Achievement
Medals, the Armed Forces Expe-
ditionary Meda and the NATO
Meda.

of 1st BCT

The 1st Brigede, 1st Infantry
Divison (Mech) is one of the
Army’s two oldest divisional
brigades. It was organized on May
24, 1917, as the 1st Infantry
Brigade under the newly formed
First Expeditionary Force, which
soon evolved to become the 1st
Infantry Division.
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Change of Command in Kuwait

By Aaron Nelson

TF 1-41 Inf.

On ahot desert morning, along
row of Task Force Stalwart sol-
diers stood behind a rainbow of
guidons flying brilliantly in the
desert wind. Banners from six
different 3rd Brigade, 1st Armor
Division “Bulldog” battalions and
two separate companies fluttered
in the blustery desert air.

The soldiers of Task Force 1-41
Infantry had assembled to bid

% farewell to their outgoing com-

TF 1-41 IN/Nelson

Lt. Col. George Geczy |11 took command of Task Force 1-

11 Inf. on June 15 in Kuwait.

GOI d continued from page 1

mander and to demonstrate their
might before their new comman-
der.

The Change of Command Cer-
emony for Task Force 1-41 Inf.
took place at June 15 on the New
York Kabal in Kuwait, only afew
miles from the Iraq border.

Soldiers from all of the Task
Force's companies and separate
platoons assembled to honor their
outgoing commander, Lt. Coal.
David Bodego, and greet his suc-
cessor, Lt. Col. George Geczy IlI.

Among the guests at the cere-
mony were Ma. Gen. Thomas
Metz, commanding general, 24th
Infantry Division (Mech) and Fort
Riley and Col. John Musser, com-
mander, 3rd Brigade, 1st Armored
Division.

Over 500 soldiers stood in
front of a static display of combat
and support vehicles, which
included M1A2 tanks, M2A2
Infantry  fighting  vehicles,
Bradley Stinger fighting vehicles,
M109A6 Paladins, ACEs, HEM-
MITS, M103s, HMMWVs and
AVLBs

The ceremony itself proceeded
flawlesdy, from the ingpection of
the troops and the passing of the
colors to the pass in review.
Throughout the ceremony, Stal-
wart soldiers carried themselves
with dignity and professionaism.

In  his departing words,
Bosego complimented the sol-
diers of the task force for their
diligence and selflessness. He
aluded to the precedent of suc-
cess that the 41st Infantry Regi-

vith the competing demands that
he colonel is going through asfar
s training, force protection, duty
yycles and | have a much greater
ppreciation for the pain he feels
s he tries to get his training
ccomplished and | try to run the

Taking command of the 3rd
3CT, Col. Russdll Gold said dur-
ng hisremarksthat heishereasa
esult of al the soldiers who have
vorked with him in the past.

“1 am here today not as an indi-
ridual, but as arepresentative of a
Jreat number of individuals,

ecifically the hundreds of sol-
iers | have served with over the
)ast 22 years,” said Gold.
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“1 was given thisopportunity to
command this great brigade, not
because of my own merits, but
because of how this distinguished
group of past soldiers have guided
me to this difficult task.

“To this, | must thank the
junior enlisted soldiers who have

always amazed me with their
innovativeness and ahility to suc-
ceed in difficult times, and to the
NCOs and officers who have
shown their patience for my igno-
rance and understanding for my
beliefs. | take it very serious to
represent this group of great
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Americans to the best manner that
| can and | promise you | will do
the same for the brigade.”

Editors note: Tune into FOX
43 (CH 6) this Sunday at 9:30
am. for more on this story.
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ment established in North Africa,
Sicily, France, Belgium and Ger-
many in World War | and remind-
ed the soldiers of more recent vic-
tories in Operations Desert
Storm/Shield. Boslego then spoke
of today’s War on Terror and the
importance of TF Stalwart’s real-
world mission. Before closing,
Bodego told his soldiers, “Con-
tinue your preparations to deliver
devastating firepower upon your
foe. Train to win an overwhelm-
ing victory. Train in the toughest
conditions imaginable. Train like
your life and the fate of our nation
depends upon it and you will
remain, forever, Straight and Stal -
wart.”
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Many local events planned for 4th of July

With summer in full swing and
he 4th of July holiday just around
he corner, I'd like to take a
ninute to fill you in on some of
he great holiday activities
lanned in the areaand emphasize
he importance of safety while
rou’re having fun.

Wamego will be hosting the
.30th annual 4th of July eventson
.incoln Avenue and Wamego City
ark. The events start
arly, with a parade at
1 am.,, amusement
ides a 12:30 p.m. Other events,
uch as awatermelon feed, swim-
ning, the Chryder Car Show and
n Antique Tractor and Steam
zngine Show, will take place
hroughout the day. At 9:30 p.m.
)e prepared for afireworks show!

Manhattan will be celebrating
he 4th of July with a 5K-race
yeginning a 7:30 am. a Cico
ark. The rest of the action kicks
ff & 5 p.m. at the park to include
ood vendors, children’s rides, a
ricycle race, the Pedal Pull City
3and Concert, an Arts in the Park
oncert featuring “The Excep-
ions” and many more family
ctivities. A fireworksdisplay will
ake place at dark.

The annua Junction City Sun-
lown Salute is expanding its 4th
f July celebration into a two-day
wvent July 4 and 5.

Events on July 4 include a 10K
“reedom Run and 1-mile Fun Run
t 7:30 am. starting from Junction
City's Heritage Park. The Fort
Riley/Junction City Shrine parade
lown Sixth Street will begin at 10
im,, followed by awreath laying
eremony at the Kansas Vietnam
/eterans Memoria at 11:30 am.

A car show featuring over 100
classic and late model cars will be
display at the corner of Eighth and
Franklin beginning at 10 am.
Additionally, Junction City’s first
ever “Mud Bogg” Race begins at
1 pm. on Grant Avenue. Free
swimming will be available at the
Junction City pool located in Fifth
Street Park.

Events continue in Heritage

rules.

1. Don't dlow younger chil-
dren to play with fireworks under
any circumstances.

2. If you permit older children
to use fireworks, be sure they use
them only under close adult
supervision. Do not alow any
running or horseplay while they
are being used.

3. Before using any fireworks,

be aware of existing traffic haz-
ards and especialy those hazards
that we may cause through actions
of our own, such as drinking and
driving. Responsible actions will
aid in avoiding costs in human
life, misery and financial expense.

If you've had a few drinks,
remember that alcohol affects the
nervous system and results in
dower reflexes, impaired coordi-

AN gelils[o Mol a MBI\l By Col. Philip Pope, Garrison Commander

nation and blurred
vision.

Park throughout the day with
music by the U.S. Air Force's
“Nightwing,” the JC Community
Band, “Rhythm X" and “Jazz
Trio-Michael T. Brown.” The
entertainment at Heritage Park
finishes with a bang as chart-top-
ping Country Music artist Chad
Brock is scheduled to perform a
free show at 7:30 p.m.

Spectators are then encouraged
to travel to Dedication Point at
Milford Lake for the spectacular
fireworks finale at 10 p.m.

Activities on both July 4 and 5
include the Kids Zone and
Hedrick’s Petting Zoo in the
Water's True Value parking lot,
horse and carriage rides, appear-
ances by the Kansas City Chief’s
Mascot “KC Wolf,” avirtua laser
hunting gallery and tethered hot
air balloon rides.

Entertainment on July 5 at Her-
itage Park includes “The Ben-
ders’ and “ Soul Project.”

During all of these festivities,
remember that Fort Riley and
Junction City prohibit fire works
within the city limits. If you arein
an area that alows fireworks,
remember the following safety
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onega races

read and follow al warning
instructions printed on the label.

4. Light fireworks outdoorsin a
clear area from houses and flam-
mable materials. Keep a bucket
of water nearby for emergencies
and for dousing fireworks that
don't go off.

5. Do not try to re-light or han-
dle malfunctioning fireworks.
Soak them with water and throw
them away.

6. Be sure other people are out
of range before lighting fire-
works.

7. Never ignite fireworks in a
container, especially a glass or
metal container.

8. Storefireworksin adry, cool
place.

Additional information on fire-
works safety can be found at:
https.//intranet.riley.army.mil/des/
Safety/Safetyhome.html,
http://www fireworksafety.com or
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/pub
Sjuly4/athjuly.html.

With al the summer activities,
it is the most dangerous time for
vehicle accidents. Each of usmust

If you are going to
drink, don't drive. Always have a
non-drinker drive or use public
transportation.

As of June 21, Fort Riley has
had 110 fatality free days due to
privately owned vehicle crashes,
so let’s keep up the good work.

The best way to reduce the
danger of car crashesisto buckle
up and place children into an
approved car seat. Remembr, it's
the law that children riding in a
vehicle must be buckled up or
secured in an approved car seat at
all times.

Additiond information on trav-
el safety can be found at:
https://intranet.riley.army.mil/des/
Safety/Safetyhome.html
http://www.aaanewsroom.net/mai
n.asp

| hope that each and everyone
of you will take the opportunity
over the 4th of July to participate
inthelocd activities and meet our
civilian neighbors who continue
to support the soldiers and mis-
sion of Fort Riley so fully. | aso
hope you have an enjoyable and
safe holiday.
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“I' doubt ¥ou would see anything of this magnitude in the active
Army side of an exercise like this,” said Jones.

Jones said Fort Riley isideal for thistype of exercise because of the

outstanding air field and maneuver assets available.

“Thisis agreat training area; it offers easy access and fairly unre-

stricted flying.”

Lizurick said that anytime soldiers and equipment arein afield envi -
ronment, it's taxing, but commented his soldiers knew what to expect

when they got here.

“Maneuvering in afield environment is taxing, especialy if you dc
it all thetime,” said Lizurick. “Everyone out hereislearning and that’s
the important thing. The learning curve is steep and the soldiers’ atti -
tudes are great and we're getting a great training event out of being

here.”
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Pregnancy Physical
Training

Pregnancy Physical Training is
eld every Monday, Wednesday
nd Friday, on the basketball court
it Long Fitness Center, 8069 Nor-
nandy Dr., from 6:30 - 7:30 am.
he program is designed to serve
he specia needs of the pregnant
oldier by providing appropriate
»hysical training and a health edu-
:ation program. Pregnancy PT
upports the Fort Riley units by
ffering consistent health guid-
nce for pregnant soldiers.

Every Tuesday thereisan hour-
ong education program held in
he Education Bay, fourth floor of
rwin Army Community Hospital,
rom 6:30 - 7:30 am. Short pre-
entations by health care staff
nembers cover a variety of top-
Cs, such as infant car seats, skin-
:are during pregnancy and the
:ommon discomforts of pregnan-
yy. Participation in the Pregnancy

T program is encouraged,
Ithough participation is not
nandatory.

For more information, call Sgt.
Carrie Jensen, 2nd Platoon, 568th
Zngineer Company at 239-5827
r leave a message at 762-7012.

Holiday Closures

Facilities to be closed July 4 -
> include: Army Education Cen-
er, Soldier anc;/ Family Support
Center, administrative offices in
)CA headquarters, ITR, School
\ge Services, Child Development
Jenter, FCC, SPS and Riley’s.
“acilitiestobeopen July 4 - 5 are:
Jutdoor Rec with normal hours of
yperation, All fitnessfacilities and
yools with normal hours of opera-
ion and Custer Hill Golf Course
vith normal hours of operation.
~acilities to be closed on Jduly 4
nly and open on July 5 are the
Jiddle School/Teen with hours of
> to 11 p.m. on July 5, Sports
JSA with normal Friday hours of
yperation, Custer Hill Bowling
enter with normal Friday hours
f operation, Arts & Crafts with
ourson Friday of 9am. - 5p.m,,
\utomotive Skills with Friday
ours of 9 am. to 5 p.m. and the
.ibrary with normal hours of
peration on Friday.

Microchip ID for pets

All Fort Riley residents are
equired to have their pets
mplanted with a microchip ID.
'he Fort Riley Veterinary Ser-
rices will microchip &l dogs and
;atsthrough July 31, on awalk-in
)asis. The microchip costs $17
or the first animal and $15 for
wvery other animal implanted the
ame day.

Appointments are still required
f pets need vaccinations or need
0 be seen for other health con-
ens.

Veterinary Services is located
t Marshal Army Air Field, Build-
ng 814.

For more information, call Sgt.
& Class Clinton Ball, noncom-
nissioned officer in charge of
/eterinary Services at 239-3886
r 239-2732.

Letters from the Front

“ The World's Most Decorated
Jay” is coming to the Junction
Sity, Fort Riley community. Let-
ers From the Front: WWI1 Show
vill have two show times at the
lunction City High School Audi-
orium, Saturday a 7 p.m. and
unday at 2 p.m.  Tickets are
wailable free of charge from the
“ort Riley ITR Office, 239-5614.

“Letters’ is a three-act, two-
our “dramedy” that takes place
n the World Ware || home front.
'he play has been performed at
nore than 150 military instdla-
ions worldwide since 1992

Simply put, Letters from the
ront: WWII is a richly staged
yeriod piece about the beginning
f who we are today. It is made
wven more compelling by stirring
wdio/visua effects, an origind
nusic score, and even a dance
wmber. The results are poignant,
unny, moving — a memorable
wvening of theatre.

Holiday Hours

The Fort Riley commissary
vill be closed on the Fourth of

iy kit Anon tha Eridan aftar tha

Outdoor Service

Normandy Chaped’s Contem-
porary Protestant service extends
an invitation to join them for an
outdoor service at Moon Lake on
Sunday. The service begins at
11:15 am. Bring alawn chair and
stay for the potluck picnic and
games afterward.

Thrift Shop

The Fort Riley Thrift Shop is
seeking volunteers to help with
merchandising, sorting and pric-
ing donations, pulling expired
items, straightening shelves, cus
tomer service and consignments.
Thrift Shop business hours are
9:30 am. - 2:30 p.m., Tuesday -
Thursday and the first Saturday of
each month from 10 am. - 1 p.m.
Volunteer benefits include first
choice of new merchandise, dis
counts on donated items and a
friendly working environment.
Childcare expenses are reim-
bursed. In addition the Thrift
Shop is seeking personsinterested
in serving on next year's board.
Positions open include chairman,
vice chairman, secretary and pub-
licist. For more information about
a specific position, please contact
the Thrift Shop at 784-3874 dur-
ing business hours.

The Shoppe

The Shoppeislocated in Build-
ing 259 on Stuart Ave,, just west

of the Fort Riley Honor Guard
Stables. Phone 785-239-2783.
Hours of operation are 10 am.-2
.m., Tuesday - Saturday. Vist
he Shoppe for a variety of beau-
tiful and unique idess. It is the
place to find a gift, add to a col-
lection or decorate your home.

Holiday refuse
collection

Due to the upcoming July 4
holiday, the refuse collection
schedule will change as follows.
Monday pick-up will be at Colyer
Manor, Main Post Housing and
Marshall Air Field Housing. On
Tuesday, pick-up will be at Ellis
Heights, Montieth Heights,
O’'Donnell Heights and Peterson
Heights. Wednesday pick-up will
be at Warner Heights and Burn-
side Heights. Thursday is the hol -
iday and Friday will be pick-up at
Meade Heights, McClellan
Heights, South Peterson Heights
and South Warner Heights.

Child and Youth
Services

Summer youth programs are in
full swing, but there are still open-
ings in some programs, and new
sessions of current programs will
be starting soon!

The Fort Riley Child Develop-
ment Center has daycare openings
for pre-school children, ages 3-5,
for both full- and part-day pro-
grams. There are aso full-day

openings available for children
16-24 months. All children must
be registered before spaces can be
assigned. Phone Child and Y outh
Services Central Registration at
239-4847 for further information,
and an appointment to register.
Summer Discove?/ Day Cam|

has openings for children ages
11 years. Children must have
completed Kindergarten. Hours
for Day Camp are 5:45 am. to 6
p.m., through Aug. 16. Children
need not attend camp for the full
day and can register for days or
weeks a a time. Activities are
based on the theme, “Around the
World.” Each week a different
country is studied. Field trips are
scheduled throughout the sum-
mer. On field trip days, children
must arrive at camp in time to
leave on the bus. Day camp is
located in building 6620 on Nor-
mandy Drive. Phone 239-4847 to
register.

Cheerleading clinic

A cheerleading clinic is being
planned for a day during the sec-
ond week of August. Watch for
more information and registration
dates. K-State cheerleaders will
be leading this one day event.

Dance and gymnastics

The School of Arts and Sports
will offer dance and gymnastics
classes starting in July. Martid

Arts classes are ongoing and
accepting new enrollments. All
classes are enrolled through CYS
Central Registration, 239-4847.

Classes are held at various
times at Youth Services, building
5800.

Summer Dance Camp, “Fun
Through Movement,” is now
accepting enrollments for the July
22-26 session. Classes will be
held from 9 - 10:30 am. for ages
3-5and from 9 - 12 am. for chil-
dren ages 6-18. Dance classes in
jazz, tap, ballet, and lyrica are
aso being planned for the next
school yesr.

Middle school camp

A Middle School and Teen
Summer Camp is being held for
youth, 11-18. An 1l-year-old
must have completed 6th grade.
Camp runs daily through Aug. 16.
Activities and trips are planned
daily. Crafts, cooking, swvimming,
bowling, and field trips will be
centered around a different them
each week.

Field trips will be teken to:
Wamego, to see the Dutch Wind
Mill; Lindsborg, to see how the
Swedish Daa horses are made;
Sedgewick County Zoo in Wichi-
ta; Rolling Hills Wildlife Park
near Salina; Kansas City, to see
the steamboat Arabia museum;
Westridge Mall and the Combat
Air Museum in Topeka and
Kansas City’ s Worlds of Fun.

Youth Sports

Soccer and volleyball camps
are being offered this summer.
Contact the Sports Director at
Youth Services for further infor-
mation at 239-9223/9224.

Babysitting Classes

American Red Cross babysit-
ting classes will be held at Youth
Services on July 18 and Aug. 15.
Classes are for youth 12 years and
older. There is a $10 registration
fee. Each class will be one-day
only, from8am. to 5 p.m., witha
one hour lunch break. A Red
Cross certificate in babysitting
will be awarded upon course com-
pletion.

There will not be any
infant/toddler Cardiovascular Pul-
monary Resuscitation offered
with these classes. A Red Cross
certified instructor will be teach-
ing the classes. Graduates will be
digible to be placed on a babysit-
ting referral list et CYS Centrd
Registration. Call Centra Regis-
tration at 239-4847 for informa-
tion and to register.

BOSS
Battle of the Bands

The BOSS Béttle of the Bands
will be at Sports USA July 26,7
p-m. - 2 am. Tickets are $5 and
may be purchased at ITR or from
any BOSS representative.

DAILY UNION
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Outdoor Rec

The Outdoor Recreation Center
s offering equipment rental at
waf price Tuesday - Thursday
hrough Sept. 3. Call 239-2363 for
urther information.

Summer
Reading Program

Thereisasummer readin
yjam at the Fort Riley
-ibrary through July 19.

Party, prizes and fun will be on
luly 20 at 4:30 p.m. Thelibrary is
ypen Tuesday - Saturday, 1-8 p.m.
nd Sunday 1-6 p.m. It is closed
n Mondays

MOMS Club

MOMS Club of East Manhat-
an is a non-profit club designed
or stay-at-home moms, or dads.
t provides moms with an oppor-
unity to interact with one another
vhile their children participate in
rarious daytime activities all
nonth. Most events are for moms
ind their children to participatein
ogether during the day, while
ome are especially for moms
vith optional child-care available.
Zhildren are welcome at dl activ-
ties. About one-third of the mem-
)ership consists of military wives
tationed at Fort Riley. A monthly
Jusiness meeting is held the third
“riday of each month at 9:30 am.
t First Christian Church, not
ffiliated, Manhattan. Annual
Jues are $18, but try it out without
bligation. For more information,
lease contact Christi Oldham
»39-9224 or at rcaoldham@earth-
ink.net.

ro-
%I ic

Museum gift shop

The museum gift shop isopen.
t is under operation of the U. S.
cavalry Association, which is a
rivate organization on post. The
tore's official title is, Sutler's
Yore and carries a variety of mer-
*handise associated with the cav-

dry and Fort Riley - to include
books and specia order going
away gifts and prints. The store’s
operating hours are Wednesday -
Saturday, 10 am. — 4 p.m. and
Sunday, noon to 4 p.m. The store
number is 239-2743, for more
information.

Organization Days

Physical security, civil liaison,
automation, vehicle registration
and the budget offices of the
Provost Marshal Office will be
closed for an Organizationa Day
on Wedneday.

The 101st Forward Support
Battalion will be conducting a
battalion organizational day on
Wednesday beginning at 6:30
am. The location will be McCor-
mack Park and Moon Lake.
Plesse note that Direct Support
Maintenance for the 1st Brigade
will be closed and will resume
business on July 8 due to the
Fourth of July holiday weekend.

Amnesty Day

The Junction City Municipal
Court Officer announces they will
have an Amnesty Day on today, 8
am. - 5 p.m. The purpose is for
anyone who may have a warrant
for outstanding Junction City
Municipal Court casesto havethe
opportunity to go to court today to
take care of tickets without risk of
arrest. The Municipal Court is
located a 225 West 7th Stret, in
Junction City. For more informa-
tion, call the clerk of the court at
238-3103 ext 272, 270 or 273.

Musicians needed

The Contemporary Protestant
congregation at Fort Riley’s Nor-
mandy Chapel is looking for the
following musicians for their
praise and worship band: rhythm
guitar, lead guitar, keyboard
strings player and back-up piano
player. Instruments are available
to play for each of these positions.
Practice isweekly on Wednesdays
a 7 p.m. and Sundays at 10 am.

Servicetimeis Sundaysat 11 am.
If interested, call 239-3436. If no
answer, please |eave amessage on
answering machine.

Housing Termination
Brief

Residents may now attend the
Housing Termination briefing on
Tuesdays or Wednesdays. The
briefings are held on the third
floor of the housing office at 2
p.m. The information provided
helps residents understand their
responsibilities and options when
clearing government quarters.

New OB Class

The New OB Class is held
every Tuesday morning, 8:30 -
11:30 am., in Ward three B of
Irwin Army Community Hospital.
A positive pregnancy test is
required before scheduling your
attendance of the New OB Class.
Spouses, or men and women who
are the support persons for the
pregnant soldier or military
dependent are welcome to attend.
Expectant mothers will be intro-
duced to the IACH OB/GY N steff
members; fill out their OB charts,
review medical and genetic histo-
ry with an OB/GYN staff mem-
ber, and will aso be provided
information on available
resources offered on the Fort
Riley post or local communities.
The New OB Class is not a labor
and delivery class. To schedule
your attendance of the New OB
Class, call the TRICARE Service
Center a 784-1200 or dia the
toll-free number 1-888-874-9378.

Cancer support group

The Fort Riley Cancer Support
Group meeting will be Wednes
day a 6 p.m. a Irwin Army Com-
munity Hospital, first floor, in the
patient waiting area of the Com-
bined Surgery Clinic. Participants
are asked to bring any news arti-
cles pertaining to your cancer

diagnosis.

Military servicemembers, their
family members and Department
of Army Civilians are welcome to
attend. Participation is encour-
aged for persons who were recent-
ly diagnosed with cancer, family
and friends of persons with can-
cer, and cancer survivors. The
Fort Riley Cancer Support Group
meeting isusually held on thefirst
Wednesday of the month. For
more information, call 239-7163.

Pool hours

Post pools are beginning to
open for the summer. Custer Hill
Pool isopenfrom 1 - 8 p.m., daily,
and the Main Post Pool is open
with hours of operation being 1 -
7 p.m. daily.

Instructors needed

Instructors are needed in piano,
other musical instruments and
cheerleading.

Instructors must be experi-
enced and pass background clear-
ances before teaching. All instruc-
tors are hired through non-appro-
priated fund contracts.

For information please contact
Cathy Spiegdl, supplementa pro-
grams and services director at
239-9850.

Mail Training

An “Introduction to Unit Mail-
room Operations’ class will be
offered on July 15, 9 am. - 4:40
p.m., a Building 217, room 209
and again July 24, 9 am. - 4:40
p.m., at Building 7305. Pre-
enrollment is required. Call 239-
5411 for enrollment.

DOD 4525.6-M, Vol Il, DOD
Postal Manual, requires each
commander who has a unit mail-
room to appoint a unit postal offi-
cer and alternate unit posta offi-
cer(s). Each mailroom must also
have aprimary unit mail clerk and
at least two alternate(s), no more
than three. Prospective mail
clerks are required to attend a
class and bring with them a copy

of their memorandum of on-the
job training (20 days OJT period
Is required). Unit postal officers
(if not involved in mail handling
duties) only need to attend the
class; they do not have to take a
test. If unit postal officer is
involved in mail handling duties,
then they must have a minimum
of 20 days OJT and will have to
take the unit mail test. Prior to
rotations, commanders should
ensure they have sufficient per-
sonnel appointed to perform nec-

mail handling duties. For
more information call Sylvia,
239-5411.

Music nights weekly

Sports USA has begun offering
weekly music theme nights.
Dance music Friday nights will
transition to the Latin Night for-
mat beginning at 11 p.m. Dance
music Saturday nights will transi-
tion to the urban and hip-hop
“Late Night with Monrog” show
also beginning at 11 p.m.

Spanish-Speaking
Counselor Available

We have a Spanish-speaking
counselor available at the Family
Life Ministries Center. She is
from Paraguay, and speaks Span-
ish, German, Portuguese and Eng-
lish. Please call 239-3436 to set
up an appointment. As with all
counseling at the Family Life
Ministries Center, spiritual issues
can be part of the counsdling if
you choose. However, they are
not forced upon the counselee.
For more information, call Chap-
lain (Mg.) Jm Paulson at 239-
3436.

Dwight Summerfest

The Dwight Summerfest will
be held Aug. 17-18 in Dwight,
Kan. It will begin a 8 am. on
Aug. 17. Activities on that day
will include a car show, arts and
crafts, a parade at 10 am., enter-
tainment throughout the day at

City Park to include music, come-
dy, etc., kids games, volleyball
and horseshoe tournaments, a
street dance from 9 p.m. — 1 am.
and more.

On Aug. 18, therewill bearédli-
gious service a 11 am., a dinner
at noon and entertainment to fol-
low.

NAF job fairs

The NAF personnd division
will sponsor job fairs at Riley's
Conference Center on the follow-
ing dates: July 24, Aug. 21, Sept.
18, Oct. 16, Nov. 13 and Dec. 11.
Contact the Fort Riley CPAC
NAF office at (785) 239-2325 for
additional information.

"Weigh" to Stay

"Weigh" to Stay is the Army's
new weight management and edu-
cation program to fight obesity.
Asof thismonth, "Weigh" to Stay,
isthe new Army standard.

The Nutrition Care Division of
Irwin Army Community Hospital
will begin "Weigh" to Stay classes
in July. This starts with a two-
hour class that will be given by a
registered dietician and the fol-
low-up sessions will continue the
education #)rocess and offer
immediate feedback concerning
an individua's progress. There is
no classfee.

Fort Riley servicemembers
who meet the Army Weight Stan-
dard, but want to lose a few
pounds are encouraged to partici-
pate. Soldiers and their family
memberswill learn the basic prin-
ciples of weight reduction and
exercise and behavior modifica-
tion.

"Weigh" to Stay activities will
be analyzing a participant's food
and exercise diary and measuring
a person's body composition at
certain intervals. To sign up for
the "Weigh" to Stay classes, call
the TRICARE Service Center at
784-1200 or cal toll free at 1-
888-874-9378.
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Hanson to
Fort Riley

By Emilie Howe
MEDDAC PAO

A Change of Command cere-
nony for the Fort Riley Dental
\ctivity was held June 21 at Ware
larade Field.

Mg. Gen. Thomas Metz, com-
nander, 24th Infantry Division
Mech) and Fort Riley, said Cal.
Randy Davis has had a successful
nilitary career of 20 years. He
1s0 said that during his command
f the Fort Riley DENTAC, he
superbly supported the troop
leployments and the mobilization
f the Army Reserve components.

In Davis remarks, he said,
Cherish the moments. Cherish
he days. It'sagreat lifein DEN-
FAC," he said. "I'm leaving you

command
DENTAC

al in great hands."

Davis plans are to retire and
join a denta practice in Manhat-
tan.

Metz said that Fort Riley was |

blessed to have Col. Larry Han-
son as the new commander. Han-
son, in his remarks, expressed his
thanks to his wife, Col. Debra
Spittler, an Army Nurse Corp offi-
cer assigned to the Fort Riley
Medical Department Activity.
Hanson's last assignment was
as the program director of the oral
and maxillofacia surgery training
program and chief of the ora
surgery clinic at Tripler Army
Medical Center, Honolulu,
Hawaii. Hanson is aso a Diplo-
mat of the American Board of
Oral and Maxillofacia Surgery.

Col. Larry

MEDDAC/Howe

Hanson became the new commander of DEN-

TAC at a change of command ceremony on June 21.

Self-Help course offered

It may be a little known fact
that every unit on Fort Riley is
required to have a noncommis
sioned officer and three school
trained members on their Self-
Help Team. These teams are an
essential part of the ingtallation’s
facility maintenance program.
The teams free the Public Works
employees to work on those
repairs that only they can do. The
Public Works Self-Help School
can help units establish a good
Self-Help Program. A course is
held every month, and the next is
scheduled to start on July 15.
Classes are also scheduled for
Aug. 12-16 and Sept. 9-13. The
course is taught in conjunction
with Barton Community College
and provides soldiers the opportu-
nity to obtain advanced education
credits.

The Self-Help course aso
incorporates the installation's

Energy Conservation class, which
is taught during the Thursday
afternoon class at 1 p.m. Students
do not have to attend the Self-
Help class to come to the Energy
Class. The Energy Conservation
class is mandatory for Energy
Awareness Officers and NCOs.

To enroll asoldier in any of the
classes, the unit needs to submit a
request for on-post school space
to the Self-Help School. The
school is located on Main Post in
Building 307, on the corner of
Holbrook and Carter Ave. on the
upper floor. The on-post school
request can also be faxed to 239-
8188, attention Self-Help School.

The hours of operation for the
school arefrom 7:30am. - 4p.m.,
Monday - Friday. The school is
closed on federal and training hol -
idays. For more information, visit
the PW web site on the Intranet or
call 239-3757.

Korea after 50 years -- Debate rages on bombing of power plants

By Jim Caldwell
Army News Service

WASHINGTON The
fense Department announced
t American casualties in Korea
years ago thisweek had risen to
1,576, including 19,604 dead.
June 28, 1952— Two North
rean soldiers serving in the
Jtral zone around Panmunjom
1 for the U.N. lines, where they
rendered.
Maj. Gen. William K. Harrison
chief delegate of the U.N. truce
jotiating team, is getting fed up
*h the tirade by North Korean
Gen. Nam Il, Harrison's com-
Inist counterpart.
Nam repeats the propaganda
e about U.N. military and polit-
| tactics. Then he starts in on
» U.N. bombing North Korean
Ner generating plants.  His
ce rises to a scream when he
rs the communists will not be
erced” into accepting U.N.
ceitems.
Harrison leads his team out of
» tent, declaring another three-
/ recess.
On June 30 the communists
e responsibility for a Russian-
de 37mm shell that landed in
' Panmunjom neutral zone June
The shdll caused no damage.

On July 1 Harrison returns to
the truce taks. He has devised a
face-saving approach to the pris-
oner exchange issue, Article 51
and the final sticking point in the
negotiations. Hisplanistorelease
the prisoners who do not want to
be repatriated - in fact, 26,000 of
them are in the process of being
released to South Korea.

Once they are al released, the
communists can clam that all
their prisoners were returned to
them.

The basic point in the article s,
“All prisoners of war held in the
custody of each side at the time
this ... becomes effective shall be
released and repatriated as soon as
possible” Since the U.N. will
hold around 83,000 if the truce
was retified now, they would tech-
nicaly be in conformance to the
requirement.

However, the communists
interpret Harrison's approach as
the U.N. changing their minds and
are now willing to release dl the
Chinese and North Korean prison-
ers. They've dready stated they
have no objections to captured
South Koreans not being returned.

On July 3 their attitude immedi-
ately changes. They stop their pro-
paganda-based negotiations and
ask for executive sessions begin-
ning the next day to discuss Arti-
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cle 51 in great depth.
To Harrison, the Reds sudden
friendly manner indicates they are

from three Canadian scientiststhat
belittles a Canadian clergyman
who endorses Chind's “evidence’

ready to move ahead. of germ warfare by the U.N. The

But Gen. Mark Clark, com- report calls Dr. James
mander of the U.N. e Endicott of the
Supreme Command, g AR AT United Church of
and political and mil-  ZAGCER LS Canadaa“ dupe
itary leaders in the /B "/ WA and tool” of
US. ae not so L the commu-
sure. They reect nists. On
Harrison's request Endicott’s
to explain the deal return to
to them. Canada from

U.N. planes ¥ Chinain May,
attack two electricd -3 he said that he
power plants on the 3 had seen “for-
Chungjin Reservoir in eign” affected

eastern North Korea June 27.

Lt. Gen. Glenn O. Barcus, Fifth
Air Force commander, tells
reporters June 30 that on the June
23 raid on the Suiho dam and
power plant on the Yau River,
enemy antiaircraft batteries in
Manchuria fired at U.N. aircraft.
No aircraft were hit.

OnJuly 2, Air Forceofficialsin
Tokyo said the raid on Suiho and
other plants was for a simple rea-
son: “they were supplying elec-
tricity” to North Korean plants
that were building weapons to use
against U.N. forces.

On June 30, the Canadian U.N.
delegation releases a statement

insects dropped by U.N.

aircraft.
On July 3, Soviet Deputy For-
eign Minister Jacob A. Malik uses
a Russia Security Council vote to

veto a U.S. proposa for the U.N.
to have the International Red
Cross investigate germ war accu-
sations against U.N. forces.

Great Britain U.N. Ambassador
Sir Gladwyn Jebb urges Malik to
abstain on the measure, not vetoit.

June 30-July 2 — A British
government white paper is
released June 30 on about devel -
opments in the truce talks and at
the Koje-do POW camp.

The British media has not cov-
ered either issuein great detail, so
the genera has no point of refer-
ence on these issues.

On July 1 Prime Minister Win-
ston Churchill defeats a Labor
Party motion to censure him by
300-270 in Commons. The
motion blamed him for not being
able to “secure effective consulta-
tion” on the power plant raids on

the Yalu and at two North Korean
rESErvoirs. Churchill  then
announces that a Britain will be
appointed to Gen. Mark Clark’s
staff in Tokyo.

A week earlier he won out over
fellow Conservatives who thought
he was too old at 77 to serve as
prime minister and lead the party.

Churchill receives help in
defeating the censure motion from
Acheson who had met with mem-
bers of Parliament June 26 and
said Britain “should have been”
consulted.

He blamed a “snafu” in U.N.
preparations for the raids.

Clark explains that he received
plans for the raid after British
Defense Minister Earl Alexander
had left Tokyo recently and he
didn’t have a chance to consult
with him.
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Travel across America for true adventure, discover as you go

By Christie Vanover
Saff Writer

Travel Americal Teach your
ids about our great land, and
each yourself at the same time.

My husband and | got aweek’s
eave and decided to visit hisfam-
ly in Las Vegas, Nev. We could
1ave flown, but a2 1/2 hour drive
0 KClI, standing through security
ines, aturbulent flight and amedl
f peanuts was not our idea of a
racation.

So, for the second time, we
lecided to drive to Vegas, and it
vas an experience that only added
o0 the excitement of our vacation.

After dropping the dog off at
he kennel and hitting a fast food
oint in Junction City, we hit the
iig open road.

About two hoursinto the drive,
ur weather radio warned us of a
Severe Thunderstorm Warning.
\fter living in Kansas for 4 1/2
rears, we knew this could be seri-
us.

Within minutes, quarter-size
al started pounded our new
ninivan. There were no under-
)asses to hide under and no exits
n sight. We continued on through
he hail, as our hearts beat as fast
1s the hammering of the pellets.

The road was covered in hail-
tones asif someone had spilled a
¥ag of athousand marbles upon it.
n al our time at Fort Riley, we
1ad never seen a hailstorm like
his.

We eventualy made it through
he hail, with worries that our car
vas ruined. We glanced at cars
hat passed us and many of them
vere covered with dimples.

We finally reached an exit and
stopped at a gas station in Hays,
Kan. We both jumped out of the
car and studied the damage. Sur-
prisingly, we only found two
small dents. Relieved, | went
inside to get a“big fat” diet cola

The lady behind the counter
asked about our car. She was gen-
uinely concerned that we may
have received damage. Her com-
passion was heartwarming. It was
the first act that made me glad we
decided to drive.

After filling up with gas, we hit
the open road again. And, as we
al know Kansas, there were many
more weather opportunitiesto add
to our experience.

As we traveled through west-
ern Kansss, the sky was a bluish-
gray, but the ground was a fog of
dust. We knew it wasn't atornado
because the whole horizon wasin
the blur. As we approached the
unsettled ground, we realized it
was the Kansas wind whipping up
al the dry terrain.

The car shifted from side to
side and motorcyclists leaned
with the wind just to stay stand-
ing. Miles later, tumbleweeds
began crossing the road. Like
fresh popping popcorn, they
danced across the road, nearly
impossible to avoid.

| felt like | was playing Frogger
as we veered from side to side to
avoid the weeds. At this point, my
husbhand and | couldn’t help but
laugh at al the craziness that we
had experienced within just a few
hours. These memories will last
us forever.

Finally, we reached Colorado,
and a pleasant 75 mile-per-hour

speed limit sign. Thunderstorms
still lit up the sky to the south of
us, but the road ahead was clear
and calling our name.

We saw mountain goats aong-
side the Interstate, which was
remarkable—much better than
seeing them at the zoo.

Every so often, we came across
flashing road signs, warning of
fire danger, and stating that no
fireworks were alowed in Col-
orado. This made me glad to be a
temporary Kansan. Fourth of July
at our house is an explosion of the
best fireworks around.

But | digress. When we
reached the un-snowcapped
mountains of Vail, another road
sign flashed a warning that the
road was smoked over near mile
marker 114.

Anyone who's been watching
the news is aware that Colorado
has been tackled by forest fires
this season, but for us it was just
another headline story, until we
experienced it ourselves.

We happened to need gas when
we reached mile marker 114, near
Glenwood Springs, so we
stopped. The entire side of the
mountain was charred. It looked
as if adark shadow fell along the
mountainside, the color was stark,
and the smell of smoke lingered.
Fortunately, the fire was con-
trolled just before reaching the
town, or so we thought.

| wondered about what went
through the minds of the mobile
home owners as they watched the
fire creep their way. After taking a
few pictures, | ran in for another
“big fat” diet cola, and bumped
into three soldiers.

| asked if they were Nationa
Guardsmen helping with the fire
control, and they were. Two from
Colorado and one from New
York, the men were proud to be
helping the strangers of town,
which again made me proud to be
an American.

After gassing up, we were
ready to hit the road again. Aswe
drove past the town, the damage
increased, and we passed amobile
home park that wasn't as lucky as
the first we had seen. Approxi-
mately five homes were
destroyed. It was heart wrenching,
and made me realize the impor-
tance of the soldiers’ mission.

As the sun set beautifully

ITR hours of operation are
Monday - Friday 9 am. - 6 p.m.,
Saturdays 8 am. - noon, thru
August, and closed Sundays and
holidays. For further information,
stop by ITR, Building 6019 across

from the PX or cal 239-
5614/4415. ITR will be closed
July 4 and 5 for the holiday.

KC Chiefs

Limited tickets will be avail-
able through ITR. Register for the
opportunity to purchase game
tickets July 8-12 at ITR.

2002 Schedule:

Aug. 17 Houston Titans

Aug. 30 St Louis Rams

t. 15 Jacksonville Jaguars

%t. 29 Miami Dol phJizrawgs

Oct. 20 Denver Broncos

Oct. 27 Ogkland Raiders

behind the Rocky Mountains for
the night, we drove laughing
about our trip, and all of thethings
we had gone through.

We stopped at a Utah rest stop
and happened to park beside afel-
low Kansan from Geary County.
When | went into the rest stop, the
headlines became redlity again.

A er of missing 14-year-
old El?ggbeth Smart, rr:gng 0% the
door. Although we were 230 miles
south of Salt Lake City, another
caring American had reached out
by posting the flyer. From then
on, we noticed a poster a every
stop we made in Utah.

After two days, and 18 hours of
driving, we finally crested the

Nov. 17 Buffalo Bills

Dec. 1 ArizonaCardinals
Dec. 8 St Louis Rams

Dec. 22 San Diego Chargers

Superclubs
--All inclusive resorts in the
Bahamas, Jamaica, Curaceo,
Brazil, where virtually everything
(meals, drinks, entertainment,
etc.) is included in one low up-
front price...and tipping is prohib-
ited! When booked through ITR,
a 54 percent discount applies for
active and retired U.S. military
personnel and DoD civilians,
Armed Forces Guard and
Reservists and foreign military
ersonnel on duty intheU.S. with
.S. Military. Let ITR assist you
in making that dream get-away
come true.

mountain and reached the illumi-
nating streets of Vegas. Sure, we
could have flown therein half the
time, but it wouldn’'t have been
half the adventure.

On top of seeing the open
Kansas plains, the Rocky Moun-
tains, the red rock of Utah and
Arizona and beautiful American
landmarks, we met outstanding
Americans aong the way—
Americanswho arethetruepillars
of our country.

So, for the vacation of a life-
time, | recommend you pack up
the family and take in the beauty
of this country for your own
adventure. Happy traveling.

Anheuser Adventure
Parks

Military discounts for nine
family adventure parks including
Sea World in Orlando, Fla, San
Antonio, Texas, and San Diego,
Cadlif.; Busch Gardens and Water
Country USA in Williamsburg,
Va.; Sesame Place in Langhorne,
Pa.; Busch Gardens and Adven-
ture Idand in Tampa, Fla, and
Discovery Cove in Orlando. Spe-
cia military admission discounts
avalable.

Almond Resorts
Two beautiful all-inclusive
resorts in beautiful and safe Bar-
bados. Military/DoD discounts of
50 percent. Let ITR put together a
vacation get-away.
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New assignment at West Point for 24th ID, Fort Riley Chief of Staff

By Gary Skidmore
Cmd. Information Officer

Summer is the season of
urnover for the Army, and this
ummer has been no exception.

On June 21 on Ware Parade
field, in front of family and

friends, 24th Infantry Division
(Mech) and Fort Riley Chief of
Staff, Col. Michael Phillips, was
farewelled as he leaves Fort Ril
for a new assignment at the Mili-
tary Academy at West Point.
“The Army has few officers of
Mike's talent, energy level, love
of people, caring heart and firm

grasp of our Army’svalues,” said
Mg. Gen. Thomas Metz, com-
manding general, 24th Infantry
Division and Fort Riley.
“Heisindeed the complete sol -
dier in body, mind and soul,”
Metz said.
Metz spoke of three values he
thinks set Phillips apart.
“Thefirst isloyalty. The transi-
tion from one commanding gener-
a who is afriend to a new com-
manding general with whom
you've never served requires the
fullest sense and measure of the
value— loydlty,” said Metz.
“With tremendous class, Mike
made the loyalty switch on the
change of command date, setting
an examplefor al of usto follow.
“His sense of duty, to meet the
massive obligations of the chief of
staff for an integrated division and
installation has few peers. In addi-
tion to an aready full plate, Mike
handled the abundance of ideas of

“His sense of duty kept al of
the balls in the air, and when the
one deep staff could not dive to
caich a falling ball, Mike was
always there to insure nothing hit
the ground,” said Metz.

Metz said Phillips strongest
point is “selfless service. I'm a
week away from 36 years of mili-
tary service and | have never
known an officer who served as
selflessly as Mike Phillips
served,” said Metz.

“He wakes in the morning and
fals adeep in the evening truly
not caring whose going to or got
the credit. Mike just wants the
team to get the job done on time
and doneright.”

In his remarks, Phillips noted
that having served as the division
Chief of Staff proved to be the
pinnacle of his career.

“Not because I'm the division
Chief of Staff, even though that's
grand al by its self, but because

Fort Riley, specifically because of
the association with the soldiers,
Department of the Army civilians
and the friends in the civilian
community.

“In 24 years of service, living
throughout this great country and
two tours oversess, | have never
served with more professional
soldiers and civilians. I've never

been more warmly embraced and
held so closdly by the civiliansin
the surrounding communities.
This is an assignment and duty
position that | will never forget
and it has transformed me.”

Editors note: Tune into FOX
43 (CH 6) this Sunday at 9:30
am. for more on this story.

mine, both good and bad. of the experience I've had hereat | seT
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Arts and

e

rafts

Post/Bender

Tish Snow works on a jewelry armoire she is building for her mother in the Arts and

rafts Center's woodshop.

Framing, wood shop, ceramics
available at Fort Riley center

By Emily O’ Connor
K-Sate Intern

Do you have some spare time
on your hands and fedl the need to
make good use of it? If so, you
need to check out the Fort Riley
Arts and Crafts Center, located
JUSt north of the PX.

“The center gives the soldiers
and their family members a way
to express themselves and to learn
new hobbies,” said Marilyn Paras,
Arts and Crafts Center art special-

“It adso provides a way to
make things for their homes to
make them more comfortable.”

The center has three primary
areas. The matting and framing
shop has alarge selection of mats
and frame stock. The ceramics
studio has over 2,000 molds avail -
able, along with potters wheels
and ceramic kilns. The a 4,000
square foot wood shop includin
very specialized equipment. Eac
area has a full array of toals,
machines and the n sup-
plies needed to complete a variety
of different projects.

“We have a lot of different
things to choose from,” Paras
said. “If we don’t have the craft
you would like to learn aready,
we'll find someone who can

instruct you in that area.”

A benefit of using the Arts and
Crafts Center on post is that it is
cost effective, and there is always
someone around to help you if
you need it. For example, accord-
ing to Paras, using the wood shop
a the center alows people to
make large solid wood furniture at
a fraction of the cost one would
spend to purchase it elsewhere.

“When our customers build
their own furniture, it is as low as
one-fourth the cost to purchase it
from a store,” Paras said. “And
that’s a solid wood piece of furni-
ture that will last a lifetime, or
even be a generation to generation
hand-me-down.”

Spec. Maverick Thompson,
Company A, 70th Engineer Bat-
talion could be considered a “fre-
quent flier” at the wood shop
according to Paras. Thompson,
who has used the center for about
a year now, has created severd

ieces of furniture for he and his
iancee to share in the future.

“I’ve made our bed, two end
tables, two night stands, country
cabinets, a curio cabinet for my
brother and a night stand for my
mom,” Thompson said.

Thompson’scurrent projectisa
picture frame heisworking on for
agift.

“I'm going to give the frame
and a picture to my fiancee as a
gift on our wedding day,” Thomp-
son said. “l spend a lot of time
here at the wood shop, but have
made a lot of nice furniture.”

Over in the matting and fram-
ing shop, Tanya Saiz, an Army
wife, assembled a print, mat and
frame. The picture, “Heavenly
Hands,” by George Meis, is a gift
for afriend who recently lost her
daughter.

Saiz saysthat she uses the mat-
ting and framing shop often,
while her husband frequents the
wood shop.

“We like to come here to
work,” Saiz said. “Thisis a won-
derful way to get out of the house,
away from the kids and spend
time together.”

During the summer, these lazy,
uneventful hot days provide an
ideal opportunity to venture out to
the Arts and Crafts Center to learn
anew skill, according to Paras.

“The bottom line is that the
center teaches you how to make
these wonderful items while
enjoying yoursdf and spending
very little money,” Paras said.
“Cometothe Artsand Crafts Cen-
ter and enjoy yourself.”

Post/Bender

Arts and Crafts Center recreation assistant Judy Felvus helps Staff Sgt. Daryl Moore
clean a ceramic Uncle Sam. Felvus teaches ceramic Classes at the center.

Red Cross youth volunteers work during summer vacation

By Heather Pope
Radford Univ. Intern

There were 3,018 hours of vol-
inteer work completed through
“ort Riley’s American Red Cross
fouth Volunteer Program last
rear. A total of 43 local youth par-
icipated in the program. If Fort
Riley compensated the youth for
heir work monetarily, that would
dd up to $15,542.70!

This year there are 58 youth
igned up for this program
xcording to Anita Watson, youth
*hairman. Young adults ages 13-
8 are eligible to volunteer their
ime while giving back to the
;ommunity.

Youth volunteers are located
round post working a variety of
obs. There are youth volunteers
t the Arts and Crafts Center,
\utomotive Self Help Center, the
J.S. Cavary Museum, Veterinary
services and Irwin Army Com-
nunity Hospital. While the major-
ty of volunteers are at the hospi-
a, stated Watson, there are till
everal choices for the volunteers.

According to Watson, youth
rolunteers are working in al the
imary Care clinics, outpatient
ecords, the labor and delivery
vard, aswell as other places.

experience and getting to use my
people skills as well,” she said.
Osterman previoudy volunteered
a Army Community Services.
She said she enjoys volunteering
because it gives her something
fun and productive to do over the
summer months.

Aundrea Wilkins, 15, of Fort
Riley, works on the third floor of
IACH in the mother/baby unit.
Wilkins has a variety of responsi-
bilities. She makes baby charts,
takes care of distribution, makes
labels, organizes various storage
spaces to make them user friendly
and makes up the diaper bags for
the new mothers and babies.
While Wilkins hasn't observed a
birth, she did see an epidural
being administered.

“I'm getting to learn medical
terminology, organizational skills
and time management skills while
learning my way around the hos
pital,” she said. Wilkins previous-
ly volunteered with her church to
make food baskets for the needy
as well as with the Valey Rescue
Mission.

Frieda Buchanan, 13, of Fort
Riley, worksin outpatient records.
She is getting to learn customer
service skills as she volunteers.
She works directly with patients,
checking their ID cards for expi-

building my resume for the rea
world, because people respect
Red Cross workers,” Buchanan
said. Although this is her first
experience volunteering, she said
shewill do it again next year and
any other time she can.

To become ayouth volunteer at
Fort Riley, people under the age
of 18 must be accompanied by a
parent or lega guardian when fill-
ing out their application said Wat-
son. The applications can be
found a the Red Cross office
located in the Family Support
Center on Custer Hill.

“We have had a great turn out
this year with 58 volunteers to
sign up,” Watson said.

These youth volunteers are a
really big help and are greatly
appreciated because they are able
to do things that help free up pro-
fessionads so they can better do
their job she said.

“Some of the kids are out here
fulfilling their Community Ser-
vice requirements in order to
graduate, but alot of them are just
out here because they loveit,” she
said. There are even kids out here
on their second and third year just
because they want to be according
to Watson.

The youth volunteers work
with their supervisors to make

“If the volunteers start a job
they don’t like or are just unhappy
in, we do our best to reassign
them to somewhere they will be
happy,” she said. “We try our best
to keep them busy so they aren’t
bored.”

The volunteers began working
June 5 and finish up toward the
end of July.

“1 don't like to work the kids
right up until school starts. | like
to give them at least aweek or so
to rest up,” Watson said.

At the end of every summer the
Red Cross throws a pizza party in
the hospital dining facility for the
youth volunteers. The hospital
commander also comes to hand
out the certificates the volunteers

earned said Watson.

“I believe thisis a great oppor -
tunity for kids,” she said. “It's a
good introduction into the busi-
ness world. We teach them how to
behave when working with the
public, how to address and inform
their supervisors and even appro-
priate dress,” she said.
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Constabulary reunion reunites veterans

By Jacob Moulin
K-Sate Intern

A sea of yellow hats could be
een as excited veterans gathered,
or areunion, in front of the new
J.S. Constabulary Museum at
-ort Riley on June 21.

Each hat had a large emblem
n it that signified the veteran had
erved in the U.S. Constabulary
)etween 1946 and 1952.

The Constabulary symbol is
tnown as the “Circle C.” It's a
lue “C” laid on a yellow back-
yround with a red lightning bolt
triking through the middle.

The former “Troopers’ of the
~onstabulary sat patiently antici-
yating the museum’s opening.

Most of the yellow hats were dec-
orated in regimental crests,
branch insignias and rank.

One particular trooper, Brig.
Gen. (Ret) Al Irzyk was very
happy to see this day. He was
there when the U.S. Constabulary
was born.

“| fed like kind of a mid-wife,
he said. “I was there during the
birthing of the Constabulary.”

Irzyk was serving as Chief of
Staff for the 4th Armored Division
when it was dismantled and
reflagged as part of the Constabu-
lary.

“It was a miracle that we got
the Constabulary up in running in
six months,” Irzyk said.

Constabulary troopers got the
chanceto listen to Irzyk as hetold

their story. Irzyk was followed by
Mag. Gen. Thomas Metz, com-
manding general, 24th Infantry
Divison (Mechanized) and Fort
Riley.

“Your generation was there at
the beginning of the Cold War.
My generation was there to end
it,” Metz told the Constabulary
Troopers.

Metz went on to remind the
veterans that there are soldiers in
Europenow, serving amission not
unlike the one they did more than
50 years ago.

“Our soldiers make us proud,
just like you did,” Metz said.

As the ribbon was cut in front
of the museum, the Troopers
stormed the museum to see their
past. There were remarks of

“remember that” and “I was
there’ al around.

The Constabulary Museum
takes up one floor of the Regi-
mental Museum building and is
divided into three sections. It has
memorabilia from each year of
the Constabulary. Uniforms,
equipment, maps and pictures
cover thewadlls.

The museum also highlights
the former commanding generals
of the Constabulary, including
Maj. Gen. E.N. Harmon and Mgj.
Gen. I.D. White.

“Our soldiers had wonderful
discipline. We brought Germany
fromit's knees,” Irzyk said. “l am
so proud | was a part of it.”

DES gives tips for having nice summer lawns

By DES Staff

Fort Riley lawns are predomi-
ately tall fescue, which is a cool
2ason grass that grows most vig-
yously during the spring and fall.
The following tips will help your
awn withstand this summer's hot
Iry wesather and keep it looking
jood.
During the hot, dry days of
ummer, it is best to water Infre-
juently and apply just enough
vater to moisten the root zone.
rhis will encourage roots to grow
leep. Since the soil on Fort Riley
s mostly clay, adding approxi-
nately 1to 1 1/2 inches, including
ainfal, as necessary should be
nough to moisten the root zone
0 a 6-inch depth. Begin watering
rour lawn when your footprints
revisible behind you and leave a
jrayish or purple-to-blue cast.
This is a good Indicator that the

lawn is beginning to stress.

Sprinklers put water on lawns
a different rates. Don't guess at
how much water you are applying
to reach the desired depth. Place
coffee cans or similar straight-
sided containers, marked in inch-
es, on the lawn to catch and mea-
sure the water. Measure the
length of time it takes to fill the
cans to the desired amount of
water. For example, a sprinkler
that operates for 30 minutes and
delivers 1/2 inch of water has a
delivery rate of 1 inch per hour.

Stop watering when the water
starts to run off the soil surface. It
may be necessary to apply the
water in two applications, 1/2 to
3/4 inch per application, to ensure
it soaks in, because clay soils
absorb water at a slow rate.

Water early in the day, between
6 and 9 am., when there is less
moisture loss due to heat evapora-

tion and when the wind is less
likely to blow water away. Early
watering aso reduces extended
periods of leaf wetting, which
often occurs following evening
watering and can cause lawn dis
€ases.

Tall fescue thrives best when it
is mowed at approximately 3
inches or higher. During summer
months you should maintain this
height and mow often enough so
that no more than one-third of the
height isremoved at onetime. For
example, if your mowing heightis
3 inches you should mow when
the grass is less than 4 1/2-inches
tall. Mowing at lower heights
results in decreased heat tolerance
and a higher incidence of insects,
disease and weeds.

Do not apply excess nitrogen
fertilizer during hot, dry condi-
tions. Nitrogen applied during this
time causes additional leaf

growth, which uses stored plant
energy that normally would be
used to produce roots. Roots are
needed for water uptake during
the summer months. The best time
to fertilize is between September
and early November.

During the last few years, Fort
Riley has experienced extremely
dry summers. By following good
lawn-care practices throughout
the growing season, you can
strengthen your lawn and improve
its appearance year around. The
Directorate of Environment and
Safety published an informational
brochure, "Lawn Care Calendar &
Helpful Hints." It describes al
the steps necessary for a success
ful lawn-care program. The
brochure is available at DES,
building 407, the Housing Self-
Help Store, Building 289, and the
Troop Self-Help Store, Building
372,

U.S. Constabulary Forces
Important part of history

By Jacob Moulin
K-Sate Intern

Fort Riley is home to the new U.S. Constabulary Museum,
which officialy opened on June 21. The U.S. Constabulary played
a key role in post-WWII Europe and the beginning of the “Cold
War”

In January of 1946, following the downfall of Nazis, Germany
was in ruins. There was no formal government, no economic base
and no law enforcement. The homeless, displaced people and
refugees were everywhere.

The United States government decided to help Germany by
establishing the U.S. Constabulary. The U.S. Army took units from
the 1st and 4th Armored Divisions to create what became the
nucleus of the U.S. Constabulary.

Maj. Gen. E.N. Harmon took over and vowed that his men
would be excellent soldiers. He claimed, “We will be known by the
integrity of our troopers.”

Harmon’'s men were recognized by the 81st Congress as “Prob-
ably the keenest and most vigilant eye we (the United States) pos-
sess.”

The mission of the Constabulary soldiers was to bring back a
defeated Germany and teach them democracy.

The Constabulary ties to Fort Riley are rooted deep in cavalry
blood.

The Constabulary was made up of alot of ““Cavalry Troopers,”
just like the ones who were stationed at Fort Riley. However, the
cavalry of the Constabulary used different equipment, for atotally
different mission. Thiswas unlike the mission of World War 11.

“We were the eyes of the European theatre,” says Gerald
Smyth, who served as a platoon leader with the 15th Cavalry
Squadron. Smyth attended the Officer Candidate School at Fort
Riley, then went to the Constabulary. His platoon drove dl over
Germany in jeeps and M8 armored cars helping to mend the ruined
€conomy.

“We did a lot of border patrol. There was a lot of ground to
cover,” Smyth said.

Smyth said that he knows the service he and his brothers con-
ducted at the Constabulary was important. They said they helped
bring Germany back.

Smyth said that when their job was done, the Germanswere able
to continue without help. “We let the Germanstake over. They did-
n't need our help anymore. We had done our job,” Smyth said. The
U.S. Constabulary operated from 1946 to 1952.
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Close game for win
against Junction City

By Steven Cooke
Saff Writer

Fort Riley Junior Girl's Soft-
yal team No. 2 beat the Junction
ity team No. 3, 9 - 8in aclose
nd exciting game.

Fort Riley’s team held a big
ead until the forth inning when
he Junction City girls scored four
uns jumping from 4 to 8.

In the first inning, Junction
Sity lead by two. Then, with the
¥ases |oaded, Fort Riley hit asin-
jle with two RBIs. On the next
it, another player came across
he home plate, bringing the score
04-2.

Fort Riley continued their lead
n the second and third innings.

A great pop fly moment hap-
yened when Emillie Huckins, of
he Fort Riley team, caught the
»all with one hand over her head
vay out in center field.

Then, with Junction City on the
ield, their player, Ashley Wayant,
nade great play when she caught
he ball and tagged out Fort Riley
layer Brianna Tea at first base.

The scoreroseto 9 - 3.

There was a tense moment in
nning three when Fort Riley's

Kattie Bolander caught a ball to
the knee on her way to first base
and fell in pain. After meeting
with the coaches, the umpire
caled her out. But, when Fort
Riley took the field, Bolander
wiped away her tears and took her
position at first base.

At the end of the third inning,
the scorewas still 9 - 3.

In the fourth inning Junction
hit run after run. Though Fort
Riley didn't score again, they did
manage to keep their rivals at bay
until the game ended at 9-8.

The coaches were very pleased
with their girls' performance.

“I think we're doing great,”
said Fort Riley coach, Shalimar
Dennison. “The girls are readly
h|tt| ng tonight and playing togeth-

“They did the right things,”
said Mark Kormann, Junction
City coach. “They're throwing the

ball to the right places. Aslong as :

they learn something and have fun
| could care less (who wins).”

“They played pretty good,”
said Carolyn Bowdry, assistant
coach to the Fort Riley team.
“They really focused on what they
had to do.”

Post/Cooke

Jessie Bolander pitchesfor Fort Riley softball team Number 2 against Junction City team Number 3 on June 18. The Fort

Riley team won, 9 - 8.

Stow wins Fort Riley
Tennis Tournament

By Steven Cooke

Saff Writer

After three days of play, the 2002 Fort Riley Tennis Tournament
Men's Open Singles cameto a close with Kyle Stow whooping Eliel

Borges 5-4 and 6-4.

rom the start the players exhibited very distinct playing styles.

Stowv gressive, Borges
erﬁg a strong |

finesse.

with love-three in the first set. Then

Borg&s started to show why he made it this far in the tournament,
picki ng up three in the last game of the first set.

“It's been an interesting week,” said Eric Hilton, who works at
King Field House Fitness Center. Hilton covered the games so that
he could post the scores at the field house.

“Borgess plays soft, then hard, frustrating hIS opponents. Every
one who loses to him walks way not a very happy camper,”

Hilton.

But it was Borges showing frustration at the beginning of the 5th

game of the first set.

That frustration drove Borg% to take the lead early on in the first

few games of the second set
Borgeslead 4 to Stow’s 3.

y the end of the third game in that set,

Then, like a hurricane Stow blew ballsall over the court to regain

a6 -4 lead.

“An aggressive style wins over a flack consistent style,” said
Stow. “The most challenging part was the lack of rhythm. Y ou have
to learn to adjust your shot to his shot.”

“I just concentrate on getting balls in, e
them in play. I’'m not really a power pIayer | try to get him to make

the mlstakea

“ said Borges. “Keeping

%f( ust cool to see who you start out with (at the beginning of
the week) and who you end up with,” said Hilton.
Hilton explained that the opponent Borges beat to compete in the

final match was the tournaments second

place winner last year.

Who was the first place winner thlsyear’> Stow. “Thisis my third
year in arow winning, but it was my toughest year,” said Stow. “Not

my finest hour.”
There was a women’s com
Angela Nichols beat Pam

ition as well.
aMartisin aone set match 7 - 5.

Nichols confessed that she just learned to play two weeks prior.
“It was avery good game,” said Nichols. “Martis kept saying she
didn’'t know how to play. She was very good.”

RS

Post/Cooke

Elie Bor?&e gives his all in the 2002 Fort Rlley Tennis
Tournament Men’ sO en Singles June 26. Kyle Stow went
on towin in the men’ sopen singles, 5-4 and 6-4.

Signal takes win over
Engineers in softball

By Jamie Bender
Saff Writer

The 331st Signal Company
won 17-9 over Company A, 1st
Engineering Battalion in a softball
game on June 20. Thiswin brings
the 331st Signal record to 6-0.

The coach for the 331st Signal,
Richard Jimenez, said that his
team works well together and he
was hoping for an error free game.

Because Signal played with
only nine players instead of 10,
every 10th at bat became an auto-
matic out for their team, making
for some short innings for them.

Joe Meinhandt of the 331st
Signal started the game at the top
of the first inning with a home
run, followed by another from
Nathan Logan. At the end of the
first inning, the score was tied 3-
3.

During the second inning, with
runners on first and third, Mein-
handt hit a single and sent one
runner home to bring the score to
4-3.

After Logan's hit was caught
by Signal Company’s Joseph
DeYoung, James Kantak was
walked by Signa’s coach and
pitcher, Steve Milton. Signd’s
Joe Azevedo then hit a triple to
bring the two runners home,
bumping the score to 6-3.

Starting the top of the fifth
inning, John Freerkson sent the

ball down the third baseline to get
to second base. Coach Jimenez
then stepped up to hit, landing on
third and sending Freerkson home
bringing Signal’ slead even higher
a 10-5. Nathan Logan made it to
third base and brought two run-
ners home to bring the score to
14-5.

Next, James Kantak hit ahome
run and brought Logan home to
bring the score to 16-5. Joe
Azevedo followed with another
home run bringing the score to
17-5, sureto be out of reach of the
Engineers.

Engineer player James Bannon
came home in the bottom of the
fifth to bring the score to 17-6.
Engineers scored severa more
points before the game ended, but
were unable to catch the Signal
teams lead. The game ended with
the score 17-9.

The Signal team was happy
with the win, but after the game
Meinhandt said he felt that the
team made more errors than
usual, but as adways, played well
asateam.

Signal Coach, Jimenez, said
that due to the company’s heavier
than usual mission load, the team
lacked the usua sparkle, but the
good talent on the team still
shinned through.

The team’'s general attitude
about the game was expressed by
Freerkson who said, “I like soft-
ball.”

Echinacea used for variety of allments can be found on Fort Riley

By Alan Hynek
DES Biologist

The prairies of Kansas are rich
n history. Each prairie plant and
nima has its own unique story
hat has unfolded over the cen-
uries. Some contain volumes
vhile others can be told in a short
ime, possibly waiting for just the
ight moment in the spotlight.
JAany of the native prairie plants
rovided a source of food and
nedicine to the Native American
nd early settlers. One of the most
mportant was the purple cone-
lower.

Fort Riley. All are noted for their
long pink petal rays and bristly
head that Is quite sharp to the
touch. A third species called pur-
ple coneflower (Echinacea
purperea) may befound just to the
east of Fort Riley in Missouri.
The primary medicinal uses of

Echinacea are derived from the
root. It was used mostly as a
painkiller, but was also used for a
variety of ailments including sore
throat, cough, colds and
snakebite. Echinaceawas the only
prairie plant used extensively by
the early European settlers. The

first mention of Echinacea by a
nhvdrian wac hv Dr Ferdinand

ties of the
coneflower

salesmen
from

Pawnee soared there
City, Neb,, after. In
made the « &1 1898, the
first claims = oils from
for the plant § purple cone-
in the early 8 flower were
medical lit- & isolated at
erature. the Universi-
Although ty of Kansas
his claims and tested.
w er e} Many doc-
extravagant, tors and

he nonetheless got the attentl onof
other practitioners regarding
Echinacea. Some of his clams

researchers reported success in
curing a number of alments by
mixing four parts alcohol, one

began in 1950 in Germany. They
found the root to possess mild
antibiotic properties against strep-
tococcus. Testing occurred off and
on through the 60's and 70's.
Then in 1978, Echinacea was
found to possess immunostimula-
tory properties, which is what the
plant is sold for primarily today.

Other uses of this plant include
using the dried head as a comb.
This was evidently a prominent
use among the plains Indians, evi-
denced by one Omaha name for
the plant of “mika-hi”, meaning,
“comb plant.”

The recent popularity in herbal

medirinee hag 1infartiinately nit

and private lands. One of the areas
hardest hit has been road right-of-
ways, which has prompted the
Kansas Department of Trans
portation to enact new laws
againgt collection of herbs from
roadsides.

Echinacea roots may not be
harvested on Fort Riley per Range
and Safety Regulation 385-12:
“Flowers and foliage of plants
(excluding trees and shrubs) may
be taken for ornamental purposes
without a permit provided that no
more plant material is taken by
any one individual, each day, than
can fit into a standard 3-pound

enffee ran (R inch diamater nnen-
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Pitcher’s death as shocking as his curveball

By Kevin Doheny
19th PAD

| was just an adolescent when |
irst saw ayoung Darryl Kile step
o the mound for the Houston
\stros.

I remember watching him,
nesmerized by his signature
:urveball.

Y ou see, as ayouth growing up
n Centrd Texas, | was both a
Ranger fan and Astros fan. Being
n the central part of the state, our
ocal cable provider gave my
ousehold the opportunity to
vatch both of them on television.

spent many nights watching
oth.

Of course, like most youth, |
1ad my favorite players on both
eams. For the Rangers | ultimate-
y liked Ivan Rodriguez and Juan
sonzalez, and for the Astros, Jeff
3agwell, Craig Biggio, and a
roung right-hander from Gardner
srove, Calif., Darryl Kile.

Something about this guy just
1ad me hooked. | would watch his
tarts and laugh, as he would fool
yatter after batter with his wicked
urveball. A curveball so good, it

was labeled as one of, if not, the
best in the game.

Kile, as a young pitcher, was
dominating at times with that fab-
ulous curveball, but it seemed as
if hewasimpatient at times, going
12-21 in his first two years in the
big leagues. He had his first win-
ning season in 1993, as he went
15-8, striking out 141 batters,
while only walking 69.

In 1997, he was the Astros
most effective pitcher, finishing
the year with a sparkling 2.57
earned-run average and a 19-7
record.

After his best season in ‘97
with the Astros, he hit the free-
agent market and struck it rich
with the Colorado Rockies in
1998.

There was just one problem
though, the thin air in Denver.

Kile struggled in Colorado to
say the least. He had his worst
seasons as a professional, as his
curveball just didn't turn over in
the thin air a Coors Field. In his
two seasons with the Rockies,
Elelg posted ERAs of 5.20 and

After the 1999 season, Kile
picked up and Ieft the Denver for

St. Louis. The Cardinals wel-
comed Kile with open arms. The
Cardinals were trying to build a
winning team, and made some
moves to put some veterans
together with young talent.

In 2000, Kile anchored ayoung
and talented pitching staff to the
division title and the playoffs. He
hed his first 20-win season and
struck out nearly 200 hitters.

In hislast full season, Kilewon
16 games and once again led his
team to the playoffs.

The year 2002 was to be anoth-
er successful season for Kile, but
he started dowly.

After a 2-4 start, he turned his
year around by winning three out
his next five starts, and dropping
his ERA to 3.72.

But then, not even hdf way
into this season, Kile died of an
apparent heart attack whilein his
hotel room on Saturday.

This happened only one week
after Jack Buck, the longtime St.
Louis Cardinal broadcaster, died,
making thisahorrible week for all
Cardinal fans.

Kile touched many livesduring
his three-team Major League
Baseball career.

| watched as grown men,
rough, tough professional ath-
letes, cried on national television.
Biggio, Bagwell and Brad Aus
mus all couldn’t gather enough
emotion to start for the Astros Sat-
urday night at Minute Maid Park
in Houston.

Bagwell, who drovein thewin-
ning run Saturday, could barely
hold back his emotions after the
game. Rockies slugger Larry
Walker could barely speak in a
television interview, but he did
say what a great person Kile was,
and how he felt bad for the family
he |ft behind.

Kile leaves a wife and three
children, and the legacy of not
missing a start in his career.

When people look back at
Kile's career, they will remember
hiswicked curveball and probably
his never missing a start, but they
need to remember the lives he
touched and memories he gave us.

I will aways remember those
anxious swings, as the hitters
would wail at his dominating
curve. It's such a shame this great
person and player had his life cut
S0 short.

Ranger gives boating safety tips, rules for Kansas

The following are a few tips
ne should follow when striving
0 be asafe boater.

First of al, take a safe boating
ourse. Beginning Jan. 1, 2001,
ny person born on or after Jan. 1,
989, must complete an approved
)oater safety education course in
rder to operate a boat powered
)y motor or sail on public waters
n Kansas. The overwhelming
ngjority of boat operators that
rave fatal accidents have never
aken aboating course. By taking
1 course, you will be better edu-
:ated and have prepared for the
ituations that you may encounter
n the water.

Second, always wesar your life-
acket. Lifejackets really do save
ives. The majority of boating
ccidental deaths could have been
revented if the passengers were
vearing lifgjackets. Children 12
rears and under are required by
(ansas state law to wear one,
1owever, | urge everyone over age
.2 to set agood example by wear-
ng their lifgjacket at al times.
\lso, remember to inspect your
ifgjacket frequently to ensure that
t till fits and is not damaged.

Third, before getting under-
vay, leave afloat plan with some-
e you trust. The float plan
should specify departure point,
xpected time of return and names
f al persons onboard.

Fourth, while underway there
re a few things you need to
emember. Be especially careful if
rou have a small boat, 20 foot or
Inder. The greatest numbers of
:apsizings occur on small boats
yecause of sudden weight shiftsor
werloading. Capacity plates on
)oats give the appropriate weight
nformation for each individua
oat. Do not operate a boat if
ntoxicated, fatigued or stressed.
\lso, keep a good lookout for
ther boaters. Failure to do so
;auses most collisions.

Next, respect bad weather and
;arry aweather radio. If you find
rourself in a bad weather situa-
ion, try to get to the closest shore.
don't worry about getting back to
he boat ramp you launched from,
ust get to shore.

Sixth, aways brief your crew.
¢ our passengers need to be aware
f the safety features and equip-
nent on board your boat. They
1eed to know the general loca-
ions and how and when to use the
xjuipment.

Seventh, learn CPR and First
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Aid. The skipper of the boat is
responsible for the safety of all
passengers aboard, however, all
passengers become involved
when an emergency occurs.
Therefore, take a CPR/First Aid
class so you will be prepared to
help someone in need.

Eighth, show your respect, not
only to other boaters but aso to
persons close to swimming aress,
and be courteous. Respect no-
wake zones, keep noise levelsto a
minimum and never operate your
boat recklessly. Also remember to

be courteous at the boat ramps.
Many people want to get out of
the water, so be respectful to oth-
ers wants and needs.

Lastly, always ventilate interior
compartments and never swim or
lay on sundecks behind or near
any exhaust areas. Carbon
Monoxide is odorless and color-
less and can cause dizziness and

of stagnant air loaded with carbon
monoxide are not flushed form
your boat.

Get to know your boat and al
its safety features. In order to be
safe on the water, boaters must
takethe responsibility of knowing
how to operate their boat and also
look out for others.

Have a safe and enjoyable

possible death. If you keep a summer!

steady flow of fresh air moving
through your boat you will €imi-
nate much if not the entire hazard.
The danger comes when pockets

Carrie Waite

Water Safety Park Ranger
Army Corpsof Engineers
Milford Lake Project Office
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Post/Bender

Special Reaction Team members prepare to enter the abandon building where the ‘ter -
orist’ issuppose to be during their recent exercise.

Special Reaction Team holds exercise

By Steven Cooke
Saff Writer

Fort Riley’s Specia Reaction
leam held ajoint training mission
ecently with the Fort Riley Fire
department at an abandoned
uilding on Main Post.

“The exerciseisto train to fight
jio-terrorism,” said Capt. Todd
chroeder, officer in charge, SRT.
It's a simulated terrorist attack
ledling with hazardous materi-
Is”

The mission was not only to
rain to fight bio-terrorism, but
Isotolearnto doit asateam with
ither departments, like the Fire
department. Schroeder explained
hat though units train regularly
n their own, it's good to train
ogether, so when the time comes
0 work together things run more
moothly.

“In the past, we haven't done a
ot of good training with other
Inits,” said Schroeder. “We're
leveloping a working relation-
hip. SRT takes out the bad guy,
he Fire Department takes of the
hazardous] materias.”

The scenario for this exercise
vasthat acall camein about ater-
orist in a building and the person
rad set off hazardous material.
'he SRT and the Fire Department
1ad to respond within two hours.
Nhen the SRT got on the scene
he}/ to put on Level A chemi-
:albiologica suits. The blue suits
overed their entire body so no
1azardous materials could get to
heir skin. SRT personnel a so had
0 wear oxygen masks and tanks
o breathe. When they first arrived
n the scene, fire department per-

sonnel took initial vital signs to
make sure they could withstand
the pressure of the suit. In addi-
tion to that, they also had to wear
full body armor.

“1 feel a little cramped,” said
Sgt. Brian Williams, military
policeman, SRT, about wearing
the suit.

It took about 20 minutes to put
on the suits. Once vital sign were
checked and the suits were on, the
SRT was ready to go inside. A
smoke machine filled the building
with smoke to simulate the haz-
ardous material. With zero visi-
bility, it was up to the SRT leader
to guide the team using a thermal
imagery device. This device
alows the leader to see anything
projecting heat, like the terrorist’'s

Members of the team are glad
to have training exercises like the
bio-terrorist exercise.
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“I think it's essentia for us”
said Pfc. Daniel Straub, military
policeman, SRT. “If a terrorist
atacks, it's important for us to
clear the threat before the fire-
fightersgoin.”

SRT Is an additiona duty for
military police that perform other
full time functions within the
924th MP Battalion.

The exercise this time proved
to be alearning experience for all
involved.

“After this exercise we and the
Fire Department have amuch bet-
ter understanding of each others
capabilities and limitations, which
is exactly what we wanted to
accomplish,” Schroeder said.
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