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Guardi an 6 Sends:

| want every spouse in the
Battalion to know how proud I am
of the selfless service and
dedi cation to duty displayed by
each and every nmenber of this
battalion as we roll into the
our fifth nonth here in Iraq.
Time continues to nove quickly
for us as we provide
uni nterrupted | ogistical support
to the 1°' Brigade Conbat Team
| amcontinually amazed at the
pr of essi onal i sm of our young
sol diers as they conduct daily
operations and inprove the
quality of life throughout our
base canp. Although nmany threats
have been renoved, Iraq
continues to be a dangerous
pl ace and the battalion is
taki ng every precaution to
ensure the safety of your |oved
ones each and every tinme we roll
out of the canp gates.
Conditions in Irag continue to
i nprove as Coalition and | ocal
| ragi agencies rebuild
infrastructure and start putting
the Iragis back to work. CQur
soldiers continue to win the
under st andi ng and support of the
| ocal population, one Iraqi at a
time

As we head into the New Year,
we are continuing to take every
effort to provide the conforts
of hone, as nuch as possible, in
a conbat zone. In the |ast
ni nety days the battalion has
sponsored numerous events to
uplift the soldiers spirits
such as a Christian Unity

Concert, a karaoke contest, talent
show, and flag football ganes. W
are al so planning a Super Bow
party for the soldiers on 2
February 04. In addition to
provi di ng honme away from hone
conforts for the soldiers, we are
doi ng everything possible to
ensure the soldiers maintain
connectivity with their |ove ones.
The battalion established a

dedi cated noral e phone |ine that
the soldiers are allowed to use at
any tinme. The battalion is also
getting an Internet Café within
the next 4 weeks which will allow
soldiers to stay connected through
e-mails. | highly encourage every
menber of the battalion to take
advant age of these tools to

mai ntai n conmuni cations with their
| oved ones during our deploynent.

We continue to naxim ze the
nunber of soldiers on R&R | eave.
We currently have a sizeable
nunber of soldiers on | eave and
antici pate mai ntai ning that nunber
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t hrough January. W are taking
full advantage of this great
program so as many soldiers as
possi bl e can take the opportunity
to enjoy sone well-deserved R&R

The | eaders in the Battalion
are certainly doing their utnost
to ensure the well being of each
i ndi vidual soldier. Due to the
added stress of being deployed in
a conbat zone, we have provided
mandat ory stress managenent
cl asses as well as outstanding
Chapl ain services to those who
request it.

On behalf of the entire
Battalion, I would |ike to thank
the FRG Leaders and famlies for
their continued support during
this depl oynent, especially during
the Holidays. You can be
i mrensely proud of the job your
spouses are doi ng on a day-to-day
basis. | amtruly blessed to be
t he Conmander of this great
Battalion. God bless you and God
bl ess the Guardi ans!

al anche”
Sust ai ni ng Conbat Power

Since arriving in lraq in

support of Operation Iraqi
Freedom the 1% Brigade Conbat
Team of the 1% Infantry Division,
a heavy nechani zed bri gade, has
relied upon the Supply Support
Activity (SSA) fromthe 101
Forward Support Battalion for the
count| ess nunber of supplies
needed to keep the brigade fully
m ssi on capabl e. The m ssion of
the 101 SSA is to supply repair
parts, general supplies, packaged
pet rol eum products, building
materials, and other mlitary
equi pnent. The SSA pl at oon

sol diers of HQ A Conpany provide
this vitally inmportant service,
hel ping to ensure the overal
success of the brigade.

Day-t o-day operations in the
war ehouse keep the SSA soldiers
very busy. SSA sol diers maintain
a fast pace to ensure the
supported units get their
supplies and repair parts in a
timely manner. Soldiers in the
war ehouse acconplish tasks
rangi ng fromthe work of CA2 R
overseei ng the SSA operations to
PFC L. putting parts away, while
SPC M tracks supply flow and
avai lability and SPC H. and her
sol diers turning in unserviceabl e
parts and obsol ete supplies to be
cycled out or repaired. The SSA
sol diers al so ensure that the
supported units are | oaded with
their supplies and parts for
delivery to various |ocations
t hroughout the brigade. These are
tremendous tasks for the soldiers
of the SSA to perform especially
when
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the sol di ers have ot her
responsibilities outside of their
everyday m ssion. Additiona
duties include guard duty, kitchen
patrol, or filling critica
positions on | ogistics convoy.
However, the soldiers of the SSA
are still able to performtheir
duti es and acconplish every

m ssion wth exceptional results
in a professional and tinely
manner. The 1% Bri gade Conbat Team
relies heavily on the soldiers of
the SSA pl atoon and on their

prof essional i sm and dedication to
ensure that the brigade is able to
sust ai n conbat power.

PHOTO.  Above the S&R team works diligently to
conplete the difficult but feasible task by putting
in the countless hours needed on the assenbly |ine
preparing the finished product for America s war
fighters. Pictured fromleft to right are SSG M
(grinding), SGI F. (production supervisor), SPC M
(drilling) and SGT R (using the tenplate to trace
and cut the raw netal ). Not pictured above are CPL
R and PFC L.

Wth safety being the top
priority in any conbat operation,
it did not take long for the
101st FSB Service and Recovery
section to be put into action. A
team of sol diers conprised of
met al | urgi cal experts, experience
and just pure down hone ingenuity
were ready to neet the task at
hand. SGT F. the creator and
devel oper of the highly sought
after SHARHD s ( Suppl enent al
HVWW Arnor, Renovable for Hard
Doors) quickly net the challenge
to help protect our soldiers.

The team had to first find a
sui tabl e source of netal to use
in maki ng the quality product.
Wth netal being a hard to
acquire itemout here, a
tenporary solution needed to be
found until shipments of netal
woul d arrive. That source becane
a couple of old abandoned Iraqi
aircraft hangars. S&R woul d spend
bet ween ei ght and ten hours a day
stripping the hangars of the 1000
I b plus sheets of steel used in
constructing the additional
protection doors. Over tine, S&R
made three or four nore trips to
t he hangars acquiring the
additional raw materi al
desperately needed to neet the
demand. “Even though our shop is
short handed, we had to split up
the teamto get the steel from
t he hangars and conti nue maki ng
doors. Wth the Platoon’s
cohesion and soldiers fromthe
ot her sections helping fromtine
totime, is what nade all of this
possible,” said SPC M, a S&R
met al work specialist.

SGT F. had this to say about
the entire process, “No one
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seened to realize how inportant
an operational S&R shop coul d be.
Wth the right sol diers and

equi pnent al nost anyt hing can be
done. The sol diers of S&R were
tasked wth the arduous task of
fabricating the SHARHD panels to
hel p provi de better protection for
the soldiers of the 1BCT. |I could
not have better soldiers, who have
been relentless in acconplishing
the m ssion. DUTY FI RST”!

SSG M, the S&R NCA C responded
saying, “The soldiers of S&R amaze
and inspire ne everyday. Wen
given the task to fabricate an
enor nous anount of suppl enenta
arnmor doors, they attacked it with
preci sion and vigor. |’ m astounded
on a daily basis of the shear
vol ume of physical work conbi ned
Wi th precise work the guy’'s
acconpl i shed! The team s work
ethics is unsurpassed and | am
proud to be a part of it”.
Currently the TEAM has constructed
over 300 doors in less than a
nmonth’s tinme. This equates to 76
HWW/ s that are rolling in Iraq
wi th the additional arnor
protection. It provides the
occupants one nore protective
barrier between them and the
unknown dangers that our sol diers
face every day. Famlies back
honme can expect every effort from
its | eaders and soldiers alike to
reduce the dangers that their
famly nmenbers may face to be
reduced to a mnimal risk. Thanks
to the soldiers, America can know
that their nmen and wonen are
wor ki ng relentl essly around the
clock to bring us all honme safely.

Charl i e Conpany
“Cour age”

Provi di ng Medical Care To
Over 5, 000 Sol di ers

As we enter into the New
Year many of us take tinme to
refl ect about what we would
like to change or inprove in
our lives and what goals and
obj ectives we want to attain.
For Charlie Conpany we w sh to
continue providi ng excel |l ent
medi cal care to the soldiers
of the 1% Brigade Conbat Team
The conpany has seen several
I ragi national casualties as
well as United States sol diers
wounded in action over the
| ast four nmonths. The anount
of trauma patients we treat
has decreased since the
capture of Saddam Hussein, but
we still keep busy providing
daily sick call for the
soldiers of FOB Junction City
and surroundi ng canps as wel |
as to civilian
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contractors, dining facility

wor kers, and det ai ned personnel.
In addition to our sick call and
trauma care abilities, we can take
x-rays and provide |ab tests as
required. W al so have a Dental
Cinic capable of routine and
energency dental care. W have an
Optonetrist that visits us on a
mont hly basis to perform eye

exam nations and provide gl asses
for the soldiers in our area.

Qur anbul ance pl atoon conducts
the inmportant m ssion of
evacuati ng energency and routine
patients as necessary so they can
be treated at a higher |evel of
care. They coordinate for air
assets (helicopters) and have al so
evacuated patients by ground
anbul ance to conbat support
hospi tals. Qur anbul ance pl at oon
al so provides nedical coverage for
sel ected training of the new Iraqi
Nat i onal Guard.

Qur mai nt enance section has been
wor ki ng hard, servicing all of our
vehi cl es and ensuring that they
are fully m ssion capable for
dai ly duty and nunerous convoys.
The headquarters pl atoon
constantly nonitors and works
extrenely hard on keepi ng our
I i nes of conmunication, such as
our radi os and phones open and
operational. They also operate
our command post (CP) 24-hours,
seven days a week.

Qur battalion sponsors a | ocal
school . Charlie Conpany provides
donat ed nedi cal supplies such as
band- ai ds, bacitracin, tape, and

gauze. W recently visited the
school and were able to render
nmedi cal care to the children

FOB Junction City has
received an Internet Café’

t hat hol ds about 20 | aptop
conmputers and five phones.
There is al so an AT&T phone
center. The sol diers of
Charlie Conpany are very
creative and when we are not
wor ki ng we are entertaining
oursel ves with recreationa
activities such as a costune
party on Hall oween, a m |l k-
dri nki ng contest, a name your
“hooch” contest, a voll eybal
tour nanent, and playing flag
footbal I .

W want to thank all of you
for making this holiday season
in lrag a nenorable one with
all of the decorations,
wonderful treats, and gifts.

Al t hough many of us here in

I rag have m ssed birthdays,
anni versaries, births, and
many ot her significant events
pl ease know that all of our
sacrifices have allowed us to
save lives and contribute to
the fight for freedom The
experience we have had here
has enlightened us and al | owed
us to see first hand the
things we take for granted on
a daily basis. W are proud to
serve our nation. Thanks for
your support.




331% Signal Conpany

“Bi gg Doggs”

Re-enlisting with the Bi gg Doggs

The 331% Signal Conpany, 101%
Forward Support Battalion, 1%
Bri gade Conbat Team had three
reenlistnments on Saturday, January
17, 2004, at Canp Junction City.
SSG C. reenlisted for six years
with a foll owon assignnment in
Al aska. SGI' R and SPC R
reenlisted for six years with
foll ow-on assignnments to Fort
Hood, Texas. All three soldiers
are in the unit’s headquarters
pl atoon. SSG C. is the conpany
notor sergeant. SGI R recently
j oi ned Systens Control (SYSCON)
and i s responsi ble for managi ng
the Brigade’ s communi cati ons
network. SPC R is a vehicle
mechani c.

SSG C. is very excited about his
i npendi ng nove to Al aska. He has
not received his pinpoint
assi gnnent orders, but the
opportunity to take his famly to
Al aska is a dreamcone true. H's
hobbi es i ncl ude hunting and

fishing and Al aska w ||

undoubt edly provide himw th the
i deal environnent to enjoy those
activities. Wuat’'s at the top
of his shopping |ist when he
redepl oys fromlraq and noves to
snowy Al aska, “a snowrpbil e”
declares SSG C. After his
reenli stnment cerenony, SSG C
encouraged soldiers to give the
Arny a fair chance; he shared
hi s personal experiences and the
reasons why he will retire from
t he service.

The R famly wel coned an
addi ti onal nmenber a nonth prior
to deploying. They had their
first child, who is now staying
with a famly menber until her
parents redeploy fromlraqgq. The
nove to Fort Hood in January
2005 will bring themcloser to
their famly in Texas. SPC R
has received her orders
assi gni ng her to the 4N
Infantry Division. SGI' R is
awai ti ng hi s pinpoint assignnment
orders; he is excited about the
opportunity to work with the
Arny’ s newest communi cations
equi pnent, which is often
fielded at Fort Hood before
ot her installations.




